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Cumberland road to the Mississippi river, or to Jefferson | 
City, Missouri 5 the appropriation, when made, to be paid 
over to the several States within whose limits the road is 
siuate, in annual installments : Provided, The States will | 
agree toaceept and apply the money to the objects intended, 
and discharge the General Government from any further 
appropriations : And arte also, That the States have 
authority to collect toll on said road sufficient to keep the | 
came in good repair after its completion, and allow the arms 
and munitions of war of the General Government to pass 
the same toll free. 


By Mr. NORVELL: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- || 


structed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the | 
salary of the distriet judge of the United States for the dis- | 
triet of Michigan. 


By Mr. HUBBARD: | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed | 
to inquire into the expediency of amending the acts of Con- 
gress granting pensions for disabilities incurred during the 
jast War, 80 as to have the pensions of such invalids com- 
mence at the time their disability was received. 


Agreed to. 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Pensions be instructed | 
to inquire into the expediency of allowing a pension to Lem- 
uel White, of Vermont, a soldier of the Revolution. 

Agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Lemuel White | 
and Jehn MeNiel, on the files of the last session, be again 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


The bill for the reduction and graduation of the 
price of the public lands was read the second time, 
and referred. to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, the memorial of 
Commodore James Barron, laid on the table yes- 
terday, was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 





paanereereanoccntalllinos 


On motion of Mr. NORVELL, the petition of || 


Jedediah Hunt, laid on the table yesterday, was | 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s message as 
relates to the finances, together with the annuai report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury on the same subject, be re- | 
ferred to the Comuittee on Finance. 


On motion of Mr. NORVELL, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s message as 
relates to commerce, be referred to the Committee on Coin- 
merce, 


On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s message as 
relates to the Post Office and post roads be referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


On motion of Mr. RIVES, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s message as 
relates to naval affairs be referred to the Committee on | 
Naval Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s message as 
relates to the public Jands be referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 


On motion of Mr. WALL, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s message as 
relates to the Judiciary be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 


On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s message as 


re to the militia be referred to the Committee on the 
Milita. 








After the consideration of executive business, | 
the Senate adjourned over until Monday. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvurspay, December 6, 1838. 


The first business in order was the motion made 
on Monda 
this day, that J. W. Dory, Delegate from Wis- 
consin, be qualified. 

Mr. MERCER, on whose motion it had been 


postponed, said, with a view to the action of the 


ee committee upon the subject, which would 
bre 


Nove a further postponement till that day. 
Me SERGEANT: 4 


+t one return before the House, he could not 
na the necessity of deferring the subject at 


2 


AND PUBLISHED AT THE 


; i 
appropriation sufficient to complete the construction of the | 


| seat of each member. 


|, “in all cases of election by the House the vote shall be 


|| ing committees, to adjourn over til! Monday in 
|| order to afford the Speaker time to discharge that 


| 


|| meet on Monday; 


by Mr. Crary, and postponed till | 


CITY OF WASHINGTON, BY BLAIR & RIVES. 





SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1838. 


Mr. JONES, the contesting Delegate, expressed 
a hope that the House would allow him an op- || 
portunity of presenting a reply to a paper that || 


had been laid on their tables from his opponent. || 
He trusted, too, that it would go to the Commit- | 
tee of Elections, though he himself was then pre- | 
pared to go into the question. 
Mr. SERGEANT would not interpose an ob- 
jection if the gentleman solicited delay to prepare 
his views. 
The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 
On motion of Mr. MERCER, it was i 


Ordered, That the several] standing committees be now 
appointed in pursuance of the rules and orders of the House. 


On motion of Mr. ALLAN, of Vermont, it | 
was | 
Resolved, That the Clerk of the House furnish the mem- 
bers thereof with the usual plan of the Hall showing the 


AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE submitted the following; 
which, under the rules, lies over one day for con- | 
sideration: 


} 
Resolved, That the following be added to the standing | 
rules of the House : Insert between the 10th and 11th rules, 


taken viva voce.’ 
BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. ADAMS, pursuant to notice, introduced 
a bill to prohibit the giving or accepting, in the | 
| District of Columbia, of a challenge to fight a | 
| duel, and for the punishment thereof; which was 
| read twice, and referred to a select committee of 
nine. 





| ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
| Mr. GRENNELL said it had been usual here- 


| tofore, after ordering the appointment of the stand- 


| duty; and, as he understood some alterations were 





| about to be made in the Hall, it was perhaps the 
| more neeessary now. He therefore moved that 
| when the House adjourns to-day, it adjourn to | 
which motion was agreed to. | 
_Mr. ADAMS submitted the following resolu- | 
tions: | 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- | 
quested to cause to be transmitted to this House copies of | 
any report or communication received from Andrew Ste- | 
venson, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary | 
of the United States at the Court of London, relating toa 
controversy in the public newspapers between him and 
Daniel O’Connell, a member of the Parliament of the Uni- | 
ted Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, in which con- 
troversy were involved the personal integrity of the said | 
Stevenson, and the honor and interest of this country, 
whose representative he is. | 

2. That the President of the United States be requested 
to inform this House whether any call has been made by 
him, or by his direction, upon the said Andrew Stevenson, | 
to explain or account for his notorious violation of the laws 
of nations, of the laws of the land to which he was accred- | 
ited as an embassador of peace, and of the privileges of the | 
British House of Commons, in the person of one of its mem- | 
bers; whether any instructions have been given to the said | 
Andrew Stevenson, consequent upon his conduct in these | 
transactions, or any disavowal or censure of his conduct 
communicated to the British Government. 

3. That the President of the United States be requested 
to inform this House whether any call has been made by 
| him, or by bis direction, upon Matthew C., Perry, a captain 

in the Navy of the United States, to account for his viola- 
tion of the laws of nations, of the laws of the foreign na- 
tions under the protection of which he was enjoying the 
benefits of a generous hospitality, of the laws of his own | 
| country, and of the rules and regulations for the Govern- 
| ment of the United States, by his participation, with other 
citizens of the United States, in a conspiracy against the 
life of Daniel O’Cennell,a member of the Parliament of the 








| United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 
| The resolution, calling for executive informa- | 


Mr. ADAMS asked that it be now considered; 


|| but it was objected to. 
bly be announced on Monday, he would | 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
| munication from the Commissioner of the Gen- 


j 
|| tion, under the rule, would lie over one day. | 
| 


remarked that, as there was || eral Land Office, inclosing a statement of the 


| quantity of land covered by grants to Shane and | 
4 y y 
' 


others, in the Louisiana land district; which was 


|| laid on the table. 
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| The Speaker then announced that there was no 


other business on the table; whereupon, 


On mouon of Mr. CUSHING, the House 
adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 
Monpary, December 10, 1838. 


Mr. Benton and Mr. Lixn of Missouri, Mr. 
Wacker of Mississippi, Mr. Nicnoxas of Lou- 
isiana, Mr. Cray of Kentucky, and Mr. Pres- 
ton of South Carolina, severally appeared and 
took their seats. 

The PRESIDENT announced the appointment 
of the members to compose the additional standing 
committee, in pursuance of the resolution adopted 
at the last session, entitled the Committee on the 
Public Buildings. 

Mr. Futton, Chairman, Mr. Bayanrp,and Mr. 
Rives. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The PRESIDENT communicated a report 
from the War Department, made in compliance 
with the provisions of the second section of the 
act of May 9, 1836, making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ment for that year containing a statement show- 
ing the expenditures under the contingent head 
for that department for the fiscal year ending 3d 


| instant. 


On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, oréered to be 
laid on the table and printed. 

The PRESIDENT communicated a_ report 
from the Navy Department, made in compliance 
with the provisions of the act of 9th May, 1836, 
making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of the Government for that year, 
containing a statement of the contingent expenses 
of the naval establishment for the year ending 3d 
intant; which, 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, was ordered to 
be printed. 

Also, a similar report from the Post Office De- 


| partment; which, 


On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, was ordered to 
be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Sen- 
ate, containing a statement of the contingent ex- 
penses of the Senate for the past year. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Martin Van Buren, 
jr., his Private Secretary, inclosing a special re- 
port from the Secretary of the Treasury upon the 
subject of the defalcation of the late collector of 
customs at New York. 

The message having been read, 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, it was ordered 
to be printed. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of John 
J. Bulow; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Also, the petition of John Kurtz, praying re- 
muneration for the loss of the ship Alleghany 
and cargo; which was referred to the same com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the petition 
and papers of Gad Humphrey, on the files of the 
last session, were again referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

Mr. H. presented the petition of the heirs of 
Preserved Clapp, praying remuneration for the 
revolutionary services of the deceased. 

Mr. LINN presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Tuomas H. Benton, elected by the Legis- 
lature of Missouri a Senator from that State, to 
serve for six years from the 4th of March next; 
which were read. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the memorial of 
Charles F. Skinner, in behalf of himself and 
others, officers of the Army, praying that officers 
of the line may be put on the same footing as 
officers of the staff as to pay and emoluments; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented the peti- 
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tion of Laurent Millaudon, of Louisiana; which | to a quarter section of land, and for other pur- 


was referred to the Committee on Private Land || poses; 


Claims. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of John and 
Henry Banks; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition and Documents of William 
Barclay, of Alabama; which were referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut presented the 
petition of the heirs of Moses Elmore; 


Also, the petition of the heirs of Samuel Y. 


MeKee; 
Also, the petition of John Ramsey; 
Also, the petition of Frederick Zeigle; 


Also, the petition of the heirs of John Jordan; | 


Also, the petition of James McCrary, severally 


ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. NILES presented the petition of Esther | 
Sawyer, praying for a pension; which was re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. ROANE presented the petition of the heirs || 


and devisees of Dr. John Rumney, late of the 
revolutionary army; which was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the petition of E. 
Jones; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ROBBINS presented the petition of Com- 
modore James Barron; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. RIVES presented the petition of the heirs 
of Dr. William Ramsay; which was referred to 
the Commitice on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CRI’ TENDEN presented the petition of 


Simeon Knight; which was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MORRIS presented the petition of Jacob 
Sly; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions 


Mr. PIERCE presented the memorial of Jo- | 


seph Bassett; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 


Mr. FULTON presented resolutions adopted 


ommending a cession of the public lands to the 
States in which they lie; which were referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a resoluvon of the same, praying for an 


extension of the act to allow soldiers of the late | 


war to enter their bounty lands; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, resolutions of the same, asking for an 
appropriation for the improvement of the Black, 
W uite, and other rivers; which were referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. WALL, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Morris, on the files 
of the last session, be again referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Thomas Fry, 
on the files of the last session, be again referred to the Com- 
mittee on Penaions. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. LINN gave notice that to-morrow he 





/omew Butcher, 


A bill to create an additional land office in the | 


State of Michigan, and for other purposes; and 


surveyor general of the district composed of the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan, and for 
other purposes. 
Mr. LINN gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to bring in the following bills: 
A bill to continue in force the ** Act for the 
final adjustment of private land claims in Mis- 


souri,”’ approved July 9, 1832, and the act sup- | 


plemental thereto, approved March 2, 1833; 


A bill to provide for the legal adjudication and || 


settlement of a claim granted by the Spanish 


| |, Government to Julien Dubuque; 
praying for commutation pay; which were re- || 


A bill for the relief of Joseph Bogy; 

A bill for the relief of Jean B. Valle; 

A bill to authorize the Washington County 
Turnpike Company, in the State of Missouri, to 
construct a road through the public iands; 

A bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher, and 
the heirs and legal representatives of Barthol- 


Michael Butcher, and Peter 
Bloom; 


A bill to autharize the oceupation of the Co- | 


lumbia or Oregon Territory; and 

A bill to provide for the legal adjudication and 
settlement of the claims to land under the grants 
or concessions made to the Baron Bastrop, the 


Marquis de Maison Rouge, and others, in Louis- | 


iana; and Elisha, William, and Gabriel Winters, 
and others, in Arkansas. 
Mr. DAVIS gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce the following bills: 
A bill to allow interest to the several States for 
disbursements in behalf of the United States dur- 
ing the late war; 


A bill for the relief of Thomas L. Winthrop | 


and others; and 

A bill to make certain allowances to the exec- 
utor of Loammi Baldwin, deceased. 

Mr. PRESTON gave notice that he would to- 


. | morrow ask leave to bring in a bill making an 
by the Legislature of the State of Arkansas, rec- | 


appropriation for the purchase of a site for a mag- 


azine and keeper’s house in the city of Washing- | 


ton. 

Mr. ROANE gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row ask leave to bring in a bill making an appro- 
priation for the support of the penitentiary of the 
District of Columbia for the present year. 


| 
Mr. RUGGLES gave notice that he would to- 


morrow ask leave to bring in a bill for the relief 
of Samuel Brown. 


Mr. FULTON gave notice that to-mcrrow he | 


would ask jeave to introduce the following bills: 
A bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Ark- 


ansas, who have lost their improvements in con- | 
sequence of a treaty between the United States | 


_ and the Choctaw Indians; 


would ask leave to introduce the following bills: | 
A bill to transfer to the citizens of the parish of | 
Concordia, in the State of Louisiana, the interest 


of the United States to a certain tract of land. 

A bill confirming certain land claims in Lou- 
isiana. 

A bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
Ouachita land district, in the State of Louisiana. 

A bili to confirm claims to lands in the district 
between the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers. 

A bill to amend an act entitled “* An act for 
the appointment of commissioners to adjust the 
cluims to reservations of land under the four- 
teenth article of the treaty of 1830 with the Choc- 
taw Indians.”’ 

A bill to authorize the issuing of a patent to the 


_ nance, to which had been referred the bill for the || 


A bill for the relief of Richard T. Banks and 
other citizens of Arkansas; and 

A bill making appropriations to complete cer- 
tain military roads in Arkansas. 

Mr. SWIFT gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row ask leave to bring in a bill for the relief of 
John Newton. : 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which had been referred the bill 
to provide for the reduction and graduation of the 
price of the public lands, reported the same with 
an amendment; which was read. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 


relief of Elisha Town, reported tif same without 
amendment. 
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lish an additional land district in the State of Ala. 
bama; which was read twice, and referred. 
Mr. WALL, on leave, and in pursuance of no. 





| tice given, introduced a bill to prevent the coun. 
A bill to change the location of the office of | 


terfeiting of foreign copper, gold and silver coins 

en 2 : ° ° ~? 
and to prohibit the bringing the same into the 
| United States; which was read twice, and re. 


| ferred ° 


1 The resolutions submitted on Thursday were 


Mr. W., from the same committee, also re- | 


| ported the bill for the relief of Erastus Fairbanks | 
/and Thaddeus Fairbanks, without amendment; | 


heirs or legal representatives of Francis Rivaud, || 


deceased. 
Mr. LYON gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce the following bills: 
A bill to provide for the completion of certain 


roads begun by the United States in the State of 


Michigan ; 
A bill granting to the county of Kalamazoo, in 


and the above two bills having subsequently been | 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, were | 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, from the Committee | 


‘on the Public Lands, to which had been referred | 


the State of Michigan, the right of preémption | 


the bill for the relief of the heirs of John Brahan, | 
late receiver of public moneys at Huntsville, Ala- | 
bama, reported the same without amendment. | 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, on leave, and in pur- 
suance of notice given, introduced a bill to estab- 


| 





Also, a bill to amend the act entitled * An act 
for the punishment of certain crimes against t\y, 
United States;’”’ which was also read twice, and 
referred. 

Mr. LYON, on leave and in pursuance of no. 
_ tice given, introduced a bill for the relief of Obeq 
| P. Lacy; which was read twice, and referred, 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, on leave, and in pur- 
suance of notice given, introduced a bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Colonel Fran. 
cis Vigo; which was read twice, and referred, 

Mr. TIPTON, on leave, introduced a bill to 
confirm the sales of certain reservations: also, a 
'| bill to authorize John E. Metcalf, of Indiana, to 
| locate certain claims to land in Indiana; which 
|| were severally réad twice, and referred. 
| Mr. T. also, on leave, and in pursuance of 
|| Notice given, introduced a bill to provide for the 
| security and protection of the emigrant and 

other Indians west of the States of Missouri and 
Arkansas. 

Mr. FULTON, on leave, and in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced the following bills: 

A bill to set aparta belt of land on the western 
| borders of the States of Missouri and Arkansas, 
|| to be granted to those who shall engage for a cer- 
| tain term of years in the defense of the western 
| frontier; which was read twice, and referred. 
|| A bill for the relief of Willim W. Stephenson, 
| Joseph Henderson, and William Marks; which 
"was read twice, and referred. 

Mr. FOSTER, on leave, and in pursuance of 
‘| notice given, introduced a bill to amend an act 
_ entitled ** An act to require the judges of the dis- 
| trict court of East and West Tennessee to holda 
| court at Jackson, in said State,’’ approved June 
30, 1838; which was read twice, and referred. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
| 


_ Mr. PRENTISS offered the following resolu- 
|| tion; which was agreed to: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 


| to inquire into the expediency of grantinga pension to Mar- 
ti 


|| garet Barnes, widow of Elijah Barnes, a soldier in the war 
|| of the Revolution. 


‘|| Mr. DAVIS offered the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That fifteen hundred copies of the seventh 
report of Mr. Hassler upon the survey of the coast and the 
construction of standards of weights and measures be 
printed for the use of the Senate, and that five hundred 
copies thereof be delivered to the superintendent. 

Mr. WILLIAMS offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of amending or re- 
— an act for the more equitable administration of the 

avy pension fund, passed March 3, 1837. 
| Mr. YOUNG offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Oommittee on Commerce be instructed 
jj to inquire into the expediency of establishing a hospital for 
| 


'| the accommodation of sick and disabled boatmen and pas- 
sengers navigating the Mississippi and Ohio rivers, at the 
{| mouth of the Ohio river, in the State of [llinois— 

| Which, after a discussion, in which Mr. CLAY 
of Kentucky, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. DAVIS, and 
Mr. TIPTON, participated, was, on motion of 
Mr. TIPTON, laid on the table. 





considered and adopted. 


THOMAS SUMPTER. 


The bill for the relief of Thomas Sumpter was 
read a third time and passed. 


ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 


On motion of Mr. LUMPKIN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to ballot for a Chaplain; which resulted 
as follows: 

Forty-one ballots were given—twenty-one ne- 
cessary to a choice; of which 

Rev. Henry Slicer received........ 

Rev. Septimus Tuston..... deieesde 4 AB 

ee, DEC, WOU ndcbiincndssbecpecadacens 4450 @iert(e 

TOY. Ws, nos cokncescexsnincisncheuest 

Rov. Did MMT hak Sape cp 6% cccdcdne nine caueuneses > 








Mr. Slicer was therefore duly elected. 


On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, it was 
Ordered, That so much of the President’s message 99 
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weiaten ta ‘ureign relations be referred to the Comunittee on | On Patents.—Messrs. Fletcher of Vermont, | 


ae a ~~ a cere eon renee 


Foreign Rejariens. 


|, Phelps, Menefee, Beers, and Robinson. 
On motion of Mr. ROANE, it was || On Public Buildings and Grounds.—Messrs. 


Ordered, T}ut so much of the President’s message as re- || Lincoln, Pratt, Mercer, McClure, and Jackson 
Jates to the District of Columbia be referred to the Commit- — of Georgia. 







tee on the LAcigict of Columbia. |, On Revisal and Unfinished Business.—Messrs. 
XECUTIVE SESSION. Sheplor, Noble, Southgate, Henry, and Peck. 
On motig@ef Mr. WRIGHT, the Sevate went 


Of Accounts.—Messrs. Johnson of Virginia, 
Johnson of Maryland, Samuel W. Morris, Bick. 
nell, and Hawes. 

On WMileage.— Messrs. Dawson, 
Briggs, Coffee, and Bicknell. 

On Expenditures in the Department of State.— 
Messrs. Matthias Morris, Jackson, Sheplor, 


jnto the cons: ‘ration ofexecutive business. After 
which it ac ourned, 


= c _ Howard, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Moewoaar, December 10, 1838. 

Mr. Yeut of Arkansas, Mr. Hamer of Ohio, Yorke, and Andrews. 

Mr. Suirn of Maine, Mr. Tompson of South | On Expenditures in the Department of the Treas- 

Carolina, and Mr. Harrison of Missouri, ap- |) ury.—Messrs. Allen, Sheffer, Aycrigg, Gray, and 
peared in their s@ats to-day. | Holsey. 4 ‘ 

| On Expenditures in the Department of War.— 

STAN NG COMMITTEES. | Messrs. Clowney, Vandeveer, Holt, Morris, and 

In compliance ith an order of the House of || Marvin. 

Thursday last, the following standing committees || On Expenditures in the Department of the Navy. 
were appointed, an this day announced from the || 
chair: : 

Committee of Ejections.—Messrs. Buchanan, 
Griffin, Hawkins, Maury, Towns, Bronson, 
Hastings, Rives, end Swearingen. | and Plumer. 

Of Ways and AMeans.— Messrs. Cambreleng, || On Expenditures on the Public Buildings.— 


and Graham. 


Sergeant, Jones of Virginia, Atherton, Haynes, || Messrs. Sawyer, Cranston, Menefee, Dunn, and | 


Rencher, Pope, Rhett, and Webster. || Ridgway. 

Of Claims. — Messra. Chambers, Darlington, |} The following were the gentlemen appointed to 
Russell, Campbell o¢ Tennessee, Stuart, Wil- || compose the select committee upon the bill of Mr. 
liams of New Hampsbre, Gray, Saltonstall, and || Apams, proposing ** to prohibit the giving or ac- 
Giddings | cepting, within the District of Columbia, of a 

On Commerce.—Messrs. Cushman, De Graff, | challenge to fight a duel, and for the punishment 
Toland, Curtis, Masoa of Virginia, Worthington, | thereof:’? Messrs. Apams, Toucry, Exmore, 


‘Johnson of Louisiana, Montgomery, and Reily. || Grantianp, Corrin, Ranipen, Ciark, Gren- 
On Public Lands. —Massrs. Casey, Williams of || went, and Henry. 


North Carolina, Linesin, Chapman, Shields, | 
Loomis, Murray, Danean, and Word. t 
On tie Post Office and Post Roads. —Messrs. Con- 
nor, Briggs, Hall, Hopkins, Hubley, Calhoon of | ed a statement of his claims for the seat as Dele- 

Kenwucky, ‘owns, Palme;, and Leadbetter. || gate from Wisconsin. 


For the Distvict of Columb s.— Messrs. Bouldin, || EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Jenifer, Dawson, Prentiss, Qlawkins, Beirne, C. | 
H. Williams, Davee, and LWon.; The SPEAKER laid before the House— 
On the Judiciary.—Messrs. ChoQas, Robertson, 1. A report of the Solicitor of the Treasury on 
Toucey, Corwin, Garland of Virg i the petition of John Norris. 
Morris, Turney, Martin, and Fx . On motion of Mr. THOMAS, referred to the 
‘ On Pom Tt eee “* ee Ue .. Committee on the Judiciary. 
erwood, Taliaferro, Parmenter, . .arper, Birdsall, 9 icati 
A. H. Shepperd, Joseph f. Williams, and Keim. a oe ee nd rrewen me tae 
On Public Expenditures.— Messrs. Haley, Alex- | 
ander, Titus, Stratton, Rumsey, Fletcher of Ver- 
mont, Crockett, Sheffer, and Putnam. 
On Private Land Claims.—Messrs. May, Cal- | table, 
houn of Massachusetts, Harlan, Beatty, Rariden, | F he S rw ‘in 
Cheatham, Garland of Louisiana, Fletcher of || 3: From the Secretary of War, transmitting 
Massachusetts, and Crabbe. | . neers rn pe conieenes expenses of that 
On Manufactures. — Messrs. Adams, Slade, | V&Partment during the last year. | 
Biddle, ‘Tillinghast, Vail, Naylor, Hunter of Vir- | 08 motion of Mr. BRIGGS, laid on the table. 
ginia, Elmore, and Kennedy. 4. From the First Comptroller of the Treasury, 
On Agriculture. — Messrs. Deberry, Logan, | transmitting astatement of the unsettled accounts, 


WISCONSIN CONTESTED ELECTION. 
Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, on leave, present- 





expenditures in the office of the Fourth Auditor 
|| from October, 1837, to September, 1838. 
On motion of Mr. INGHAM, laid on the 


Phelps, Weeks, Spencer, Noyes, Davies, Ran- ,| oF those on which balances appear to be due; 


dolph, and Stone. ‘| which was laid on the table. 

On Indian Affairs.—Messrs. Bell, Everett,Cha- | 5. From the Postmaster General, inclosing a 
ney, Parker, Graham of North Carolina, Lewis, | Statement of the expenditures out of the contin- 
Petrikin, Banks, and Parris. | gent fund of that Department. 

On Military Affairs.— Messrs. McKay, Coles, | On motion of Mr. CONNER, laid on the table. 
Grennell, Miller, Rives, Kemble, Mason of Ohio, * §. From the Secretary of State, inclosing, in 
McClellan of Tennessee, Halstead, and Glascock. ‘| answer to a resolution calling for similar inform- 

On Militia.—Messrs. Wagener, Carter, Holt, | ation from all the Departments, a statement of 
Allen of Ohio, Griffin, Gallup, Dunn, Southgate, | the number of clerks employed, and how longso 
and Dennis. || employed, in complying with calls for informa- 

On Naval Affairs.—Messrs. Ingham, Milligan, | tion. 

Reed, Wise, Grantland, Moore, Paynter, Ander- | Mr. HOWARD moved to lay this on the table 
son, and Pickins. || for the present, giving notice that, when the res- 
_ On Foreign Affairs.—Messrs. Howard, Cush- || idue came in, he should move their printing and 
ing, Jackson of Georgia, Dromgoole, Fairfield, | disposition together. 

Legare, Hoffman, Bynum, and Crary. i 

On Territories. — Messrs. Bronson, _ Potts, | an abstract of the returns made to that Depart- 
Pearce, Borden, Jones of New York, Farrington, || ment by the collectors of customs for the relief 
White of Kentucky, Hammond, and Charles | ana scabies of Amenieie eeamed 
Shepard. "On motion of Mr. HOWARD, laid on the 

_ Oa Revolutionary Pensions.—Messrs. Morgan, | table ” , 
Klingensmith, Bond, Fry, Johnson of Virginia, 4 
Sibley, Ewing, Whittlesey, and Childs. | 8 From the Secretary of the Treasury, a state- 

On Invalid Pensions.—Messrs. Taylor, Wil- ™ent of the contingent expenditures of that De- 
liams of Kentucky, Allan of Vermont, McClel- || partment for the last year. ‘ 
len of New York, Herod, Stanly, Mallory, | On motion of Mr. CRARY, laid on the table. 
Plumer, and Mitchell. 9. From the Commissioner of the Public Build- 

On Roads and Canals.—Messrs. Mercer, Evans, _ ings, containing a statement of the expenditures 
McKennan, Snyder, Fillmore, Johnson of Mary- || on the public buildings, and other objects com- 
land, White of Indiana, Graves, and Grant. || mitted to that officer, during the last year. 


— Messrs. Brodhead, Maxwell, Goode, Edwards, | 


On Expenditures in the Department of the Post | 
| Office. —Messrs. Childs, Dennis, Hawes, Gallup, | 


| Navy, transmitting an abstract of the contingent | 


7. From the Secretary of State, transmitting | 


' adirect attac 
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On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings. 

The following messages from the President of 
the United States were also laid before the House: 

Wasninoton, December 6, 1528. 

To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

The act of the 1st of July, 1836, to enable the Executive 
to assert and prosecute with effect the claim of the United 
States to the legacy bequeathed to them by James Smith 
son, late of London, having received its entire execution, 
and the amount recovered and paid into the Treasury 
having, agreeably to an act of the last session, been invested 
in State stocks, I deem it proper to invite the attention of 
Congress to the obligation now devolving upon the United 
States to fulfill the object of the bequest. in order to obtain 
such information as might seem to facilitate its attainment, 
the Secretary of State was directed, in July last, to apply 
to persons versed in science, and familiar with the subject 
of public education, for their views as to the mude of dis. 
posing of the fund best calculated to meet the intentions of ~ 
the testator, and prove most beneficial to mankind. Copies 
of the circular letter, written in compliance with these di 
rections, and of the answers to it received at the Deport 
ment of State, are herewith communicated for the consid 
eration of Congress. M. VAN BUREN, 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, referred to a select 
committee of nine. 
To the House of Representatives : ; 

I herewith transmit to the House of Representatives re- 
| ports from the Secretary of State and the Secretary of the 

‘reasury, with accompanying documents, in answer tw the 


|, resolution of the House of the 9th of July last. 


M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasninaton, December 7, 1838. 
[The reports above alluded to contain all the 
| papers and documents on file in the State and 
Treasury Departments relating to the Smithao- 
nian bequest. } 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, referred to the 

same select committee us the foregoing. 
To the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States : 

I herewith transmit a epeeial report, made to ine by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, for your consideration, in rela- 
tion to the recently discovered default of Samuel Swart- 

| wout, late collector of the customs atthe port of New York. 

1 would respectfully invite the early attention of Con- 
gress to the adoption of the legal provisious therein sug- 
gested, or such other Meastires gs may appear more ex 

| pedient for increasing the pubiie security against similar 
detalcations hereafter. M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasutneron, December 8, 1838. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that s0 much of 
this document as related to the defalcation of the 

late collector of New York be referred to a select 
| committee; and so much aa related to the revenue 
| laws to that on Ways and Means. 

Mr. C. remarked that, in making the first mo- 
‘tion, which he regarded as one demanding the 


‘| exclusive consideration of a committee, it was 
'| proper for him to state that he did it with no de- 


sign of acting upon the committee himself in any 


|, capacity. On the contrary, charged as he was 


| he could scarcely devote the requisite time; and, 
| independent of that consideration, it would be 
much more satisfactory to him thatthe members 
| should come froma didbseeat quarter of the Union 
than Mr. C. did. 

Mr. MERCER applauded the spirit and can- 
dor of the gentleman from New York; but he 
would suggest to the gentleman, as this was an 
important matter, to postpone it till to-morrow, 
and order it to be printed. 

Mr. C, assenting, the subject took that tempo- 
‘rary direction. 
| On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the an- 
' nual report of the Secretary of the Treasury on 
the finances, except so much as related to the de- 
falcation of the late collector of New York, was 
referred to the Committée of Waye and Means. 

The Wisconsin election case, being the next 
business in order, was, on motion of Mr. MER- 
CER, referred to the Committee on Elections. 
VIVA VOCE VOTING. 

The next business was the following amend- 


| ment to the rules, submitted some days since by 
| Mr. Dromeoote: 


| with the laborious duties on another committee, 
| 

| 

| 


| rules of the House : Insert between the 10th and 11th rules, 
| “in all cases of election by the House the vote shall be 


| Resolved, That the following be added to the standing 


|| taken viva voce.’’ 


Mr. WISE had but a word to say upon this 
_ resolution, and it was this: he considered it a di- 
rect attack upon the independence of the House, 

Eaves the freedom of elections there. 

| Had they come to this, that members of that 
| House were not to be trusted with the secret 


|| mode of election by ballot? Were the screws to 


|| be applied to those who stood in a doubtful posi- 









i 


an 


_ 


t 
; 
f 





in order to support particular part inst their | 
own prodilqutions and principles? ki ough Mr. | 
W. believed the viva voce mode of voting to be 
the best among the people and the freest from 
fraud, as late events had proven, yet he could not 


Mr. DROMGOOLE had no design in intro- 
ducing the proposition of operating tyrannically 
upon the members of the House. He had offered 
it because it was founded on correct principles, 
and principles which had received and bore the 
sanction of his own State, and which he under- 
stood had also obtained sanction in several other 
States. His only object was the establishment 
of a general principle he believed to be correct in 
the ct, and necessary and essential in car- 
sracee the great Democratic doctrine ofaccount- | 

ity. He would ask if it was not the fair and | 
proper mode that the conduct of the Representa- 
tive should be fully spread before his constituents? 
avd he did hope that no Representative would 
Oppose it because he wished to vote in secret and 
skulk from accountability, or because he desired 
to conceal his conduct from his constituents; nor 
was it with a view to any present purpose that 
he had introduced it, and he should have offered 
it before the election of Clerk, but for the delay 
that would have occurred in the organization of 
the House. He drew the attention of his col- 
wage to the fact that the viva voce system pre- 
vailed in Virginia in all their elections, from that 
of a constable upwards. 


Mr. BRIGGS moved to strike out the words | jn view of the shortness of the session, and the 


** viva voce,’’ and insert ** by ballot.’’ He said 
he objected to the original resolution, first, because 
the viva voce mode was an inconvenient one, and 
took up considerably more time than that by bal- 
lot; second, because it was an innovation upon 
the uniform practice of the House for fifty years; 
and, third, it was not so independent a mode as 
that of the ballot. 

Mr. PICKENS opposed the resolution, though 
he held to responsibility to the fullest extent, so 
far as legislative duties were concerned. But 
there was a wide distinction between the respons- 
ibility they owed to their constituents for the 
exercise of the law-making power and that of 
choosing their mere ministerial officers; and he 
was yet to learn that he was responsible to his 
constituent for choosing this or that doorkeeper, 
this or that clerk. In such cases, Mr. P. held that 
he himself constituted a part of the constituent 
body. They were, in part, his officers, account- 
able to him for their conduct, and not to the peo- 
ple. The converse doctrine pushed, might be 
carried next into their boarding-houses. 

But Mr. P. was inclined to doubt the policy of 
that resolution upon other and higher grounds, 
The experience of the last few months had taught 
him to dread a power higher than their Execu- 
tive, and more tremendous in its operation—he al- 
luded to the power represented by corporations. 
Pass that resolution, and this power will be 
brought directly to bear upon that House; and 
when it is, governmental and executive influence 
would be nothing compared with it. 

Mr. P. admitted the general theory of the inde- 
pendence of open voting, especially in Virginia 
and Tennessee, where the mass of the voters are 
landholders; but go into other States where two 
thirds of them were differently situated, and espe- 
cially into the larger cities, and, he would ask, 
where would be the independence of the elective 
franchise, if it were expressed viva voce with this 
Canresend peer brought to bear upon it? He 
was opp to the resolution, and should vote 
against it. 

The resolution was further opposed by Messrs. 
PEARCE of Maryland, WISE, REED, SER- 
GEANT, and STANLEY, and supported b 
Measrs. ROBERTSON, JENIFER, and 8. W. 
MORRIS 


tion, and who might thereby be called upon to vote 





| Slade, Smith, Stanly, Stone, Toland, John White, Whit- | 





| Stuart, Stratton, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Thomas, Tilling- | 


|W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Yell—125. 
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, Bell, Biddie, Bond, Borden, Briggs, John Calhoon, 
William B. Caihoun, John Campbell, William B. Camp- 
bell, Carter, Chambers, Childs, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, 
Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, Dennis. none, Everett, | 

i 





| Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Giddings, Goode, | 


William Graham, Graves, Greunell, Hall, Harlan, Hastings, 
pson Mason, May, Maxwell, 
*Kennan, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, \| 
Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Pearce, Peck, Pickens, Pope, Putts, || 
Putnam, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Robinson, Russell, || 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sibley, | 


Genet Christopher H. Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke 
—8 


NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, \} 
Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bouldin, Brodhead, || 
Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, Casey, Chaney, Chap- | 
man, Cheatham, Clark, Coles, Connor, Crabb, Craig, || 
Crary,Cushman, Dawson, Davee, Deberry, De Graff, Drom- - 

e, Duncan, Dunn, Elmore, Ewing, Farrington, Fair- 
eld, Isaac Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Galiup, James Garland, | 
Glascock, James Graham, Grantiand, Grant, Gray, Griffin, |! 
Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, || 

Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Robert M. T. Hunter, William 





| H. Hunter, Jabez Jackson, Thomas B. Jackson, Jenifer, | 


Joseph Johnson, John W. Jones, Nathaniel Jones, Kemble, |] 
Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, 

Lyon, Mallory, James M. Mason, Maury, McKay, Abra- 
ham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McClure, Montgom- || 
ery, Moore, Morgan, Matthias Morris, Samuel W. Morris, 


ter, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Pratt, Rariden, Reily, Ren- | 
cher, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Sawyer, Sheffer, Augus- | 
tine H. Shepperd, Sheplor, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, | 


hast, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Underwood, Vail, 
Vandeveer, Wagener, Webster, Albert S. White, Jared | 


So the House refused to lay the subject on the 
table. 
Mr, MONTGOMERY then rose, and said that | 


mass of business before them, and believing no | 
further light could be thrown upon the subject, 
for it had undergone discussion, from year to 





December 1}, 


use of the Hall was granted to the American Colo. 
nization Society for to-morrow evening. 
On motion of Mr. CURTIS, it was 


Resolved, That the drawing accompanying the report 


| Henry, Herod, Henry Johnson, William C. Johnson, Ken- | from the Engineer Department on the light-house on Tituin’s 


. : ' nedy, Lincoln, Marvin, Sam 
tolerate it here, as an engine of oppression and | Mek 


tyranny 


Knoll, in the harbor of New York, be printed. 
On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, it was 


Ordered, That the drawings illustrative of the condition of 
certain improvements in navigation on Lake Erie, which 
accompany the annual report from the Topographica) 
Bureau, and forming a partof the documents with the Pres. 
ident’s message, be printed. 


On motion of Mr. WORD, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be jp. 
structed to inquire into the expediency of passing a law to 
conter circuit court jurisdiction on the District Court of the 
United States for the northern district of the State of Mis. 


| Sissippi. 


_ On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, 
it was 

Resolved, That the use of this Hall be given to Professor 
J. Orville Taylor, of the University of New York, as re- 
quested by the American Common School Society, to de- 


| liver an address on Thursday evening, at — o’clock, on the 
| condition of the common schools in this country, and in 


furtherance of the cause of general education throughout 


|| the United States. 
Murray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Payn- || 


Mr. MORGAN asked leave to present a reso- 
lution. * 
Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, objected. 


On motion of Mr. MORGAN the rules were 
suspended; whereupon he offered the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That this House will, on to morrow, at one 
o’clock, proceed to the election of a Chaplain to serve dur- 
ing the present session of Congress. 


Mr. BRONSON moved to strike out ‘* to-mor- 
row, at one o’clock,’’ and insert ‘‘ this time;” 
| which was disagreed to. . 
The resolution was then adopted. 





year, for years back, he demanded the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded. 

The main question, being on the adoption of the 
original resolution, being then ordered thereon, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the yeas and | 
nays; which being ordered, were—yeas 126, nays | 
85; as follows: ° 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bouldin, Brodhead, 
Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, William B. Campbell, 


| Casey, Chaney, Clark, Coles, Connor, Crabb, Craig, Crary, | 


' Cushman, Dawson, Davee, Deberry, De Graff, Dromgoole, || 


| Vandeveer, Wagener, Webster, Albert 8. White, Whit- 
tlesey, Sherrard Williams, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. | 


Dunean, Dunn, Elmore, Ewing, Fairfield, Foster, Fry, Gal- | 
lup, James Garland, Glascock, James Graham, Grantland, | 
Grant, Gray, Griffin, Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawes, | 
Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Wil- | 
liam H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Thomas B. Jackson, | 
Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, | 
John W. Jones, Kemble, Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbet- 


| ter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, James M. Ma- | 


son, McKay, Robert McUlelian, Abraham McClellan, Mc- | 
Clure, Menefee. Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Matthias | 
Morris, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, | 
Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Pratt, 
Rariden, Reily, Rencher, Rives, Robertson, Sawyer, Shef- 


fer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Sheplor, Suyder, Southgate, | | 


Spencer, Stuart, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Thomas, Tilling- | 
hast, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Underwood, Vail, 


Williams, and Yell—126. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, John 
W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, | 
William B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, Carter, Chambers, | 


_ Cheatham, Childs, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, | 


| liam Graham, Graves, Grennell, Hall, Harlan, Hastings, || 
| Henry, Herod, Henry Johnson, William Cost Johnson, | 


Curtis, Cushing, Davies, Dennis, Evans, Everett, Richard | 


On motion of Mr. SHIELDS, the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, December 11, 1838. 


The PRESIDENT communicated a report from 
' the Commissioner of Public Buildings, made in 
_ pursuance of the act of March 3, 1829, showing 
| the sums expended on the different public build- 
| ings for the past year. 
e also communicated the memorial of Sam- 
uel H. Thompson; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Naval Affairs. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. TIPTON presented the memorial of the 
| heirs of Henry Conway, late captain in the rev- 
| olutionary army; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the memorial of 
sundry citizens of Charleston, South Carolina, 
| praying that an appropriation may be made for 
| the erection of a light-house at Indian Key, Flor- 

for the establishment of a 
elivery at that place; which 





| ida; and also askin 
| port of entry and 


‘| was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. LUMPKIN presented the petition of Al- 
fred Stewart, asking compensation for property 
taken from his late father in 1780, by the Cher- 
okee Indians; which was referred to the Commit- 
| tee on Indian Affairs. 


| 
| 
| 
j 


Fletcher, Isaac Fletcher. Fillmore, Giddings, Goode, Wil- 4 Mr. TIPTON presented the memorial of cer- 


Kennedy, Lincoln, Marvin, Sampson Mason, Maury, May, | 
Maxwell, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Calvary | 
Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Pearce, Peck, Pickens, Pope, 
Potts, Putnam, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Robinson. Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sibley, | 
Slade, Smith, Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Thompson, Toland, | 
John White, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, Word, and 


| Yorke—85. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST, with a view to effect | 
both objects, moved an amendment that the vote | 


should be taken by ballot, but each member 
should inscribe his name thereon, 

Mr. STANLEY moved to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table; on which motion 

Mr. DROMGOOLE demanded the yeas and 
nays; which being ordered, were—yeas 81, nays 
123, as follows: 


| 


YEAS—Mesere. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, Ay- 


So the proposition as originally introduced was || 


agreed to. 

Pending the taking of the question, 

Mr. ADAMS called the attention of the House 
to the fact that the resolution would be unconsti- | 


\| Affi 


tain officers of the Army of the United States, 
asking for increase and graduation of their pay; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 


airs. 
Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of the 
widow of John L. De Van Brun; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
Also, the petition of the executors of William 
D. Cheevers, asking remuneration for supplies 
furnished the United States troops during the late 
war; which was referred to the Committee on the 
| Judiciary. 
Also, the memorial of Malachi Hagan, asking 





tutional, on the ground that in elections by the || Compensation for the occupation of his property 
House, the Constitution of the United States pro- || by the United States troops in Florida; which 


vided that they should be by ballot. Ata subse- 
quent stage, however, 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, on leave, sub 


was referred to the Committee on Claims. 
Also, the petition of Eliza Causin, asking for 
the pension to which her father, the late Colonel 


: : . : | itled; i e 
mitted the following resolution, which was agreed | Stone, was entitled; which was referred to th 


to: 

Resolved, That the rule adopted on this day be modified 
as follows: alter the word “ House,”’ in the 4th line, insert 
** of its officers.”’ 


On motion of Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, the 


‘| Committee on Pensions. 

| Also, the petition of John Brush, asking com- 
|| pensation for property destroyed during the last 
|, war with Great Britain; which was referred to 
‘| the Committee on Claims. 
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1838. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of | 
Albin Michel, and the petition of Albin Michel | 
in behalf of the heirs of T. B. Lusser; which 
were severally referred to the Committee on Pri- 
yate Land Claims. 

Also, the petition of Andrew Armstrong, asking | 
a readjustment of his accounts as naval agent; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs. Th | 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of Ann |, 
Cook, widow of Charles Cook; which was re- || 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. | 

Mr. NILES presented the petition of Rufus | 
Fox, asking for a pension; which was referred to |, 
the Committee on Pensions. | 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of Ja- || 
cob Gideon, a soldier of the Revolution, asking | 
for arrears of pensions; which was referred to the || 
Committee on Pensions. | 

Also, the papers of the widow of Alexander || 
Hamilton; which were referred to the Committee \ 
on Revolutionary Claims. 


RESOLUTION AGREED TO. 


The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
WiuiaMs was considered, and agreed to. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, gave notice that he || 
would to-morrow ask leave to introduce the fol- 
lowing bills: |) 

A bill for the benefit of the Alabama, Florida, || 
and Georgia Railroad Company; and 

A bill for the benefit of the Selma and Ten- || 
nessee Railroad Company. 

Mr. LINN gave notice that he would to-mor- | 
row ask leave to bring in a bill for the relief of | 
the representatives of Phillip Barbour, deceased. | 

Mr. RIVES gave notice that he would to-mor- | 

| 








row ask leave to bring in a bill to regulate the pay | 
of masters in the Navy. 
Mr. FULTON gave notice that he would to- | 
morrow ask leave to bring in a bill to settle the || 
title to a certain tract of land in Arkansas. 
Mr. YOUNG gave notice that he would to- } 
morrow ask leave to introduce the following bills: | 
A bill granting to the State of Illinois the right 
of way through the public lands of the United 
States, and for other purposes; t] 
A bill granting to the Galena and Chicago Union | 
Railroad Company the right of way over the pub- | 
lic lands of the United States, and for other pur- | 
oses; 
. A bill granting a quantity of land to the Mis- || 
sissippi and Rock River Canal Company, in the | 
State of Illinois, upon certain conditions thetein | 
expressed; » 
A bill for the relief of Thomas H. Owen, John 
W. Skidmore, and others; 
A bill for the relief of James Dutton; 
A bill for the relief of Jane Waller; 
A bill for the relief of Isabella Hill, widow, and | 
John Hill, Elizabeth Hill, and Samuel Hill, chil- || 
dren and minor heirs-at-law of Samuel Hill, de- | 
ceased ; 
A bill for the relief of Ephraim Sprague; and 
A bill authorizing the President of the United | 
States to cause the reserved lead mines in the State | 
of Illinois and Territories of Wisconsin and Iowa || 
to be sold as other public lands. | 
Mr. DAVIS gave notice that to-morrow he || 
would ask leave to bring in a bill for the relief || 
of the captors of the brig Lydia; and H 
A bill for the relief of the owners of the brig | 
Despatch. | 
Mr. McKEAN gave notice that he would on || 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill entitled |. 
‘An act to revive and continue in force-an act || 
entitled * An act to provide for persons who were || 
disabled by known wounds received in the rev- || 
olutionary war.’ ”’ 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. LINN, on leave, and in pursuance of || 
hotice given, introduced a bill to authorize the | 
issuing of a patent to the heirs or legal repre- | 
sentatives of Fyancis Rivaud, deceased; which |) 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee | 
on Private Land Claims. 

Also, a bili to transfer to the citizens of the 
parish of Concordia, in the State of Louisiana, 
the interest of the United States to a certain tract 
of land; which was read twice, and referred to the | 
Committee on Private Land Claims. u 











| notice given, introduced a bill making an appro- 
sem for the su 
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trict between the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers; 
which was referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Also, a bill confirming certain land claims in 
Louisiana; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Also, a bill to confirm certain land claims in 
the Ouachita land district, in the State of Louis- 


Ales, e bill to confirm claims to land in the dis- | 


iana; which was read twice, and referred to the || 


Committee on the Public Lands. 


Also, a bill for the relief of Joseph Bogy; which || 


was read twice, and referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 


Also, a bill for the relief of Jean B. Valle; which |! 


was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher, | 
and the heirs and legal representatives of Bar- 


| 
tholomew Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter } 
Bloom; which was read twice, and referred to the || 
| Committee on Private Land Claims. 


Also, a bill to continue in force the ‘* Act for 
the final adjustment of private lard claims in Mis- 
souri,’’ approved 9th July, 1832, and the act sup- 


| plemental thereto, approved 2d March, 1833; 
| which was read twice, and referred to the Com- || 


mittee on Private Land Claims. 
Also, a bill to authorize the occupation of the 


|| twice, and referred to a select committee, consist- 


ing of Mr. Lynn, (chairmfin,) Mr. Catnoun, Mr. 
Cray of Kentucky, Mr. Warker, and Mr. 
Pierce. 

Mr. PRESTON, on leave, and in pursuance nol 
notice given, introduced a joint resolution making 
an appropriation for the purchase of a site fora 
magazine and keeper’s house in the city of Wash- 
ington; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. FULTON, on leave, and in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced a bill making appropri- 
ations to complete certain military roads in Ark- 

| 


|| ansas; which was read twice, and referred to the 


Committee on Roads and Canals. 
Also, a bill for the relief of sundry citizens of 


| Arkansas, who have lost their improvements in 


consequence of atreaty between the United States 


|| and the Choctaw Indians; which was read twice, 


and referred to the Committee on [ndian Affairs. 
Also, a bill for the relief of Richard T. Banks, 


| of Arkansas; which was read twice, and referred 
|| to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. SWIFT, on leave, and in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of 
John Newton; which, with papers relating to it, 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. ROANE, on leave, and in pursuance of 


port of the Penitentiary of the 
istrict of Columbia; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- | 


lumbia. ! 


Mr. DAVIS, on leave, and in pursuance of | 


| notice given, introduced a bill making certain al- 
| lowances to the executor of Loammi Baldwin, 


deceased; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PRENTISS, on leave, in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced a bill to authorize the 
payment of invalid pensions in certain cases; 

Also, a bill granting a pension to David Waller; 
which were severally read twice, and referred. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Thomas L. Win- 


| throp and others, directors of an association 


called the New England and Mississippi Land 
Company; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. | 
Mr. LYON, on leave, and in pursuance of no- | 
tice given, introduced a bill making appropria- 
tions for the completion of certain roads begun 


' by the United States in the State of Michigan; 
| which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 


mittee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, a bill to change the location of the office 
of the surveyor general of the district composed 
of the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan, | 
and for other purposes; which was read twice, 
and refered to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a bill granting to the county of Kalama- 
zoo, in the State of Michigan, the right of pre- 
emption to a quarter section of land, and for other 
purposes; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 





21 


Also, a bill to create an additional land office 
in the State of Michigan, and for other purposes; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Public Lands. 


REPORT FROM A COMMITTEE. 


| Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, from the Committee 
| on Public Lands, to which had been referred the 
| bill to establish an additional land district in the 








| State of Alabama, reported the same without 
| amendment. 

BILLS PASSED. 

| The following bills were severally read the 
| third time, and passed: 

The bill for the relief of Erastus Fairbanks and 
| Thaddeus Fairbanks; and 

The bill for the relief of Elisha Town. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was considered and 
| adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instrucced 
| to inquire into the expediency of establishing a hospital at 





| some point near the foot of the Muscle Shoals, for the ac- 
| commodation of the sick and disabled boatmen and passen- 
| gers navigating the Tennessee river. 


Mr. NILES submitted the following resolu- 


|| tion; which was considered and adopted: , 
| Columbia or Oregon territory; which was read 


Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
| to inquire into the expediency of allowing an increase of 
| pension to John f. Billings. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolu- 
tion: which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing ports of en- 
try and delivery at the cities of Chicago and Alton, im the 
State of [llinois. 

Mr. NILES submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instrneted 
| to inquire into the expediency of allowing the claim of Abel 
| Gay and Walter Loomis, as original contractors for con- 
structing the Cumberland road. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Youne, 
| that the Committee on Commerce be instructed 

to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
| hospital for the accommodation of sick and dis- 
| 








abled boatmen and passengers navigating the 
| Mississippi and Ohio rivers, at the mouth of the 
Ohio river, in the State of Illinois, was, on motion 
of Mr. TIPTON, taken up, and, after being 
| amended, was adopted. 
On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, the 
| joint resolution returning the thanks of Congress 
| to George Washington Lafayette, was taken up, 
| and referred to the Committee on the Library. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, the Senate went into 

executive session, and afterwards adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespar, December 11, 1838. 


| As soon as the Journal was read, 
| Mr. HAYNES rose and said that, as the com- 


mittees were appointed, he asked leave to move 





that the House go into Committee of the Whole 
on the President's message. 

Mr. MERCER objecting, 

Mr. HAYNES moved a suspension of the rules, 
but it did not prevail. 

Petitions and memorials were then called for 
in the order of States, and were presented as fol- 
lows: 


Messrs. EVANS and NOYES, of Maine. 
RIGHTS OF THE SOUTH. 


| When New Hampshire was called on, 
| Mr. ATHERTON rose and asked leave to sub- 
| mit the following resolutions: 


| Resolved, That this Government is a Government of lim. 
ited powers, and that, by the Constitution of the United 
States, Congress has no jurisdiction whatever over the in- 
stitution of slavery in the several States of the Confederacy. 
Resolved, That petitions for the abolition of slavery in the 
| District of Columbia and the Territories of the United States, 
| and against the removal of slaves from one State to another, 
| are a part of a pian of operations set on foot to affect the 
institution of slavery in the several States, and thus indi- 
reetly to destroy that institution within their limits. 
Resolved, 





That Congress has no right to do that indirectly 


i| which it eannot do directly ; and that the agitation of the 


subject of slavery in the District of Columbia or the Terri- 
tories, as a means, and with the view, of disturbing or over- 
throwing that institution in the several States, is 

the true spirit and meaning of the Constitution, an - 
ment of the rights of the States affected, anda breach of 
public faith upon which they entered into the Confederacy. 









" 
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Resolved, That the Constitution rests on the broad prin- 


aud that U 
aearers, has no right to discriminate between the instutu- 
tons 0 
of abolishing the one and promoting the other. 

Resolved, therefore, That all attempts on the part of Con- 
gress to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia or the 
Territories, or to prohibit the removal of slaves from State 


ciple of equality among the members of this Confederacy, | 
» in the exercise of its acknowledged | 


i; 


one portion of the States and another with a view | 


in State, or to discriminate between the institutions of one | 


portion of the Confederacy and another, with the views 
aforesaid, are in violation of the Constitution, destructive 
of the tandamental principle on which the Union of these 
States rests, and beyond the jurisdiction of Congress; and 
that every petition, memorial, resolution, proposition, or 
paper, touching or relating in any way, or to any extent 


shall, on the presentation thereof, without any further action 


thereon, be laid upon the tabic, without being debated, print- | 


ed, or referred. 

Mr, CUSHING objected to their introduction 
at this time, 

Mr. ATILERTON thereupon moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules. 

Mr. ADAMS and Mr. CUSHMAN simulta- 
neously demanded the yeas and nays; which, 
being ordered, were—yeas 137, nays 66; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, 


Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Birdsall, Brodhead, 
Buchanan, Bynum, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, William 


KB. Campbell, John Campbell, Carter, Chambers, Chapman, | 


Cheathan, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Crabb, Craig, Crary, 
Crockett, Cushman, Dawson, Deberry. De Gratl, Droim- 
ole, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, Fry, Gallup, 
names Garland, Rice Garland, Glascock, James Graham, 
Wrantiand. Grant, Gray, Griffin, Hammond, Hamer, Harian, 
Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes. Holt, Hopkins, How 
ard, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, 
Thomas B, Jackson,Jabez, Jackson, Henry Johnson, Jo- 
veph Johnson, William Cost Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
Join W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith. Lewis, Lo- 
gen, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, Martin, May,McKay, Robert 
Mewleilan, Abraham MeCletlan, McClure, McKennan, 
Meneec. Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 
Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Nobie, Palmer, Parker, Payn- 
ter, Peares, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Plu- 
mer, Pope, Pratt, Reily, Rencher, Rhett, Rives, Robertson, 
Rumsey, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, 
Sbeplor, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stanly, Stuart, 
Stone, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, ‘Titus, 
Toucey, Towns, Turney, Underwood, Vail, Wagener, 
Webster, Week<«. Join White, Whittlesey, Sherrard Wil 
Vaum, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher 
H. Wiititini, Wise, Word. and Yell—137. 
NAYS— Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Homan Allan, John 
W. Allen, Ayerigg, Bouldin, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, 


Casev, Childs, Clark, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, | 


Cushing, Darlington, Davee, Davies, Dunn, Edwards, 


Evai.s, Dverett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Isaac Fletcher, | 


Fillawre, Giddings, Goode, William Graham, Grennell, 
Haley, Hall, Harper, Hastings, Herod, Ingham, Lincoln, 


Marvin, Sampson Mason, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Nay- | 


lor, Noves, Parinenter, Peck, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Ran- 
dolph 
geaut, Sibley, Slade, Smith, Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Albert 8. White, and Yorke—66. 

So the rules were suspended. 


The resoiutions being before the House, 

Mr. ATHERTON addressed the Chair, as fol- 
lows: In addressing the House, at this time, my 
object is very briefly to explain the purport of 
the resolutions just offered, and the reasons which 
have induced me to present them. 

The first resolution declares: 

“That this Government is a Government of limited 
pewers, and that, by the Constitution of the United States, 
Congress has no jurisdiction whatever over the institution 
of sfavory in the several States of the Confederacy.” 

To suppose that this resolution would not meet 
very general assent, would be to suppose that 
the most ultra Federal notions are entertained as 
to the powers of the Gencral Government, and 
that those powers are considered as entirely ab- 
solute and unlimited. 

The second resolution declares: 

* That petitions for the abolition of slavery in the Dis- 
treet of Columbia and the Territories of the United Siates, 
ind against the removal of slaves from one State Lo another, 
are a partof a plan of operations set on foot'to affect the 
institution of slavery in the several States, and thas indi- 
rectly to destroy that mstitution within their mits.’ 

Legally and morally, Mr. Speaker, men are 
held responsible for the consequences which their 
acts have a manifest tendency to produce. This 
resolution contains an expression of our opinion 


Reed, Ridgway, Robinson, Russell, Saltonstall, Ser- | 


as to the ultimate object and tendency of these | 


petitions and memorials. Can any one who does | render the propriety of this course evident, but 
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such, for instance, as females and children, who 
have had, in affixing their signatures, too fre- 

uently no definite intention or object, but to 
those who call loudly for the presentation of these 
petitions, who get them up, who circulate them 
for signature, and whose business it seems to be 
to agitate the community on this subject. 

The third resolution declares: 

* That Congress has no right to do that indirectly which 


| it cannot do directly, and that the agitation of the subject 


of slavery in the District of Columbia or the Territories, as 


| & means, or with the view, of distarbing or overthrowing 


that institution in the several States, is against the true 


; , ' |) spirit and meaning of the Constitution, an infringement of 
whatever, to slavery as aforesaid, or the abolition thereof, || 


the rights of the States affected, and a breach of the public 


| faith, upon which they entered into this Confederacy.” 


The fourth resolution declares: 
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| grant the prayer of these petitions or not. The 


| Abolitionists themselves evince their own convic. 
| tion that the minds of members, even before they 
|| enter this Hall, are made up on these subjects, by 
| requiring them explicitly to state their opinions 
_and the votes they intend to give. The matter 
| has been once referred to a committee, who ful! 
|| examined it, and reported such arguments as con. 
clusively show our want of jurisdiction. ls j, 
| pretended that every petition must be referred, 
and a report be made in full upon it, and that the 
whole time of Congress should be spent upon the 
| subject?. The House, and each member of the 
| House, has fully considered the subjects involved 
in these petitions. If, then, the House is degj. 
. dedly of opinion that it has no right to act on 





“That the Constitution rests on the broad principle of 4 these subjects as the petitioners desire, it is, as | 


equality among the members of this Confederacy, and that 
Congress, in the exercise of its acknowledged powers, has 
no right to discriminate between the institutions of one por- 
tion of the States and another, with a view of abolishing 


' the one and promoting the other.” 


| resolutions shall not be fully admitted. 


I am not aware that any code of political con- 
struction or political morality ought to find favor 
in this House, by which the justice of these two 
Indeed, 
sir, | must say that all the resolutions to which 


| I have adverted seem very like truisms, about 


which no digpute can be entertained; and it also 


seems to me that from these the principles con- 


tained in the fifth and last resolution follew by 


| hecessary consequence. 


The fifth resolution @eclares: 


** That, therefore, all attempts on the part of Congress to 
abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, or in the Ter- 
ritories, or to prohibit the removal of slaves from State to 
State, or to discriminate between the institutions of one 
portion of the Confederacy and another, with the views 


aforesaid, are in violation of the Constitution, destructive | | 


of the fundamental principles on which the Union of these 


| States rests, and beyond the jurisdiction of Congress.’ 


These are the principles laid down in the fifth 


| resolution, and, as I have said, they seem to me 


, to follow by nesoeeeny, consequence from the pre- 
? 


| ceding resolutions. 


ut the fifth resolution pro- 


ceeds still further, and provides for the mode of 


not shut his eyes to what is going on around him | 
doubt as to the effect and as to the intention of , 


these petitions? I cannot doubt it, sir, without 
disbelieving the open avowals of these petitioners 
themselves. 
not to many honest persons who have signed 
them without a sufficient examination of the im- 
portant bearing of the question; nor to others, 


In saying this, I refer, however, | 


action of the House upon petitions, memorials, | 
&c., on this subject; and from the principles em- | 


bodied in the first part of the resolution, the pro- 


priety of the mode of action prescribed, becomes | 


at once apparent. 
The latter part of the resolution provides that 
every petition, memorial, resolution, proposition, 


or paper, tending or relating in any way, or to | 


any extent whatever, to slavery as aforesaid, or 
the abolition thereof, shall, on the presentation 
thereof, without any further action thereon, be 
laid upon the table, without being debated, print- 
ed, or referred. 

This provision is, in effect, similar to the reso- 
lution of the 24th of December, 1837, on the same 
subject. Itis within the knowledge of all, that 
the resolution of the 24th December was also 
nearly similar to a resolution adopted by the 
House several years since, after full examination 
of the subject by a committee. The Represent- 
atives of the State which I, in part, represent, 
voted for that resolution, and one of them was of 
the committee who reported it. ‘Their course met 
the decided approbation of a majority of their 
constituents, as I believe has the course of those 
who supported the similar resolution of the 24th 
December. At any rate, 1 may be pardoned for 
saying of that constituency, that they are too in- 
telligent to be misled by the idle and utterly un- 


founded pretense that the adoption of such a res-, | 


olution is a denial of any right of petition, Suill, 
sir, a8 in some portions of the country, from not 
eee attending to the reasons inducing it, 
this may have been considered a measure border- 
ing on harshness, | have thought proper, in sub- 


mitting that part of the last resolution prescribing || 
the moce of action by the House, which is simi- |; 
lar in effect to the resolution reported by Mr. | 
| Pinckney, and to the resolution of the 24th De- , 


cember, 1837, to preface it with the matter pre- 
ceding, embodying the reasons which not only 


show the impropricty of any other. L would treat | 


these petitions precisely as [ would any other in- 


volving similar considerations. These subjects , 
have excited anxious attention and reflection here | 


injustice to the 


and elsewhere. It would be doing 
nee of the members of this House to sup- 


intelli 


_ pose that any one of them had not made up his 


mind on the question whether we have a right to 


- 


conceive, our duty to dispose of the petitions 
| with as little delay as possible, unless, indeed, 
| our object be to waste our own time and the 
|| money of the people in discussion interminable 
}and unavailing, or worse than unavailing, be- 
| cause intended to manufacture public sentiment 
|| for our constituents, rather than to acquire light 
‘| for our own guidance, and thus indicating the as- 
|, sumption that we are the masters instead of the ser- 
| vants of the people. By the mode of action here 
| prescribed, the petitions are to be presented like 
any other petitions; from the statement of their 
'| contents, required by the rules of the House, it 
| is perceived that they relate to subjects which 
_ have been fully considered by the House, and on 
| which a majority of the House have definite] 
formed an opinion that the House has no legiti- 
| mate jurisdiction; and they are at once laid upon 
| the table. 
| Believing, sir, as I do, that ‘ the relation of 
| master and slave is a matter exclusively within 
| the regulation of the States where it exists, and 
|| that any interference by the inhabitants of other 
| States in regard to it is not only unauthorized 
i and intrusive, but faithless and dishonorable, as 
| being against the letter and spirit of the sacred 
| compact which binds us together’’—believing that 
the agitation now practiced on the subject of the 
abolition of slavery, whether carried on under the 
|| pretext of maintaining the right of petition or any 
other pretext, results, either from a total miscon- 
ception of the nature and rights of the General 
and State Governments, or, as there is reason to 
fear in some instances, from hostility to our es- 
tablished Republican institutions; that it tends to 
alienate the friendly regards of different parts of 
‘| our country, and introduce sectional differences 
| and divisions, to waste and consume the time of 
| Congress, and enormously to increase the ex- 
| penditure of the money of the people; that it is 
|| dangerous, not only to the rights of the citizens 
\| of the slaveholding States, but also, in the high- 
| est degree, to the integrity of the Union; that, if 
| persisted in, it threatens to involve the whole 
country in the most alarming evils; and that it 
‘ought to be discountenanced by every friend of 
the Union and of Republican Government—I 
cannot but trust these resolutions will meet with 
the favorable consideration of the House. 

Mr, A. then demanded the previous question. 

Mr. WISE. I ask the gentlemen of the North, 
as the North has been heard, that the South shall 
_ be heard also. These are not southern resolu- 
tions, and I repudiate them as such. I wish to 
| offer an amendment. 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order. 

Mr. CUSHING called for a division of the 

| question, so as to take it on each resolution. 

Mr. WISE. Iask leave of this House that the 
South may be heard upon this question. 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that 
he must be aware debate could not be entertained 
after the previous question had been demanded. 

Mr. WISE. Then I ask that my resolution 
may be read. 

The SPEAKER said it could only be done by 
unanimous consent. 
| [Cries of * No!’’ ** No!”? from various parts of 
|, the ae 

Mr. WISE. It is a plot sprung upon the South. 

Mr, TILLINGHAST woul tek the gentle- 
man from New Hampshire if, after following up 
a speech and an argument by the previous ques- 
tion, he would not withdraw it for at feast the 
same length of time for a reply that his argumen 
' had consumed? 
| [Cries of * Order!’ ** Order !’*] 


' 
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" Mr. STANLEY said, to use the words of a 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Camprecenc] | 
5n another occasion, he wanted to see every man 
both North and South, toe the mark; and, there- 
fore, he moved a call of the House; which was 
ered. 
OW hen the name of Mr. 
sventleman rose in his place and said, as a Repre- 
sentative of southern people and southern inter- | 
ests, | am not here on the subject of abolition. 
The call was proceeded in; and two hundred 
and twenty-three members having responded, 
| 
| 


Wise was called, that 


Mr. TITUS moved to dispense with its further 
proceedings. 

Mr. STANLEY called for the yeas and nays; 
which, being ordered, were—yeas 113, nays 99; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Brodhead, Bron- | 
son, Buchanan, Bynum, William B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, 
John Campbell, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, 
Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushinan, De Graff, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Elmore, Everett, Farrington, Fairfield, 
|, Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, 
Glaseock, James Graham, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Griffin, 
Haley, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Herod, Holt, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Ingham, 
Thomas B. Jackson, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel 1 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Le- | 
gare, Leadbetter, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, James M. Mason, 

“Martin, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, | 
McClure, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, 
Murray, Noble, Paimer, Parker, Parris, Paynter, Petriken, | 


NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, 
Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsalt, Bouldin, 
Brodhead, Bronson, Bynum, Cambreleng, Join Campbell, 
Cascy, Chaney, Chapman, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Crary, Cushman, Deberry, Dromgoole, Duncan, Elmore, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Poster, Fry, Gallup, Glaseock, James 


|| Grabam, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, Hamer. Harri 


son, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubiey, 


William H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Ingham, Thom. | 


as B. Jackson, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, William C. John 


son, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, | 
Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, | 
| Lyon, Mallory, James M. Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert | 
McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, Montgomery, | 


| Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Palm- 


Phelps, Pickens, Pratt, Reiley, Rencher, Rhett, Rives, Au- |, 


gustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Sheplor, Smith, Sny- | 
der, Spencer. Stuart, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thom- | 
as, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vandeveer, Wagener, | 
Webster, Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, and Yell—113. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Adains, Alexander, Heman Allan, Ay- 


crigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, John | 


Calhoon, William B. Campbell, Carter, Chambers, Childs, 
Clark, Coffin, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, 
Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Ed- 
wards, Evans, Ewing, Richard Fietcher, Rice Garland, Gid- 
dings, Goqde, William Graham, Graves, Grennell, Hail, 
Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Robert M. 'T. Hunter, 
Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, William Cost Johnson, 
Kennedy, Lewis, Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin, Sampson Ma- | 
son, Maury, Maxwell, McKenuan, Menefee, Mercer, Mil- | 
ligan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Parmenter, | 
Pearce, Peck, Pope, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, 
Reed, Ridgway, Robertson, Robinson, Rumsey Saltonstall, 
Sawyer, Sergeant, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stan- 
ley, Stone, Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, 
Albert 8. White, John White, Sherrard Williams, Joseph | 


L. Williams, Christopher Hl. Williams, Wise, Word, aud || 


Yorke—99. 
So all further proceedings under the call were 


dispensed with; and the question recurring on || 
‘ the second for the previous question, 


Mr. WISE again asked that a resolution he 
had drawn u 
Mr. CUS 


Mr. WISE moved a suspension of the rules; 


er, Parker, Parris, Petrikin, Pheips, Pickens, Pratt, Rhett, 
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lor, Noyes, Parmenter, Pearce, Peck, Pope, Potts. Putnam, 
Rariden, Randotph, Reed, Rencher. Ridgway, Robinson, 
Rumsey, Russell, Sattonstall, Sergeant, Shields, Sidley, 
Siade, Smith, Southgate, Stanley, Stone, Stratton, Taha 
ferro. Tuompson, Titinghast, Toland, Underwood, Albert 
8S. White, John White, Whittlesey. Joseph L. Williams, 
Christopher H. Willams, Wise, Word, and Yorke ~ 108. 
NAYS—Mesers. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Bauks, 
Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bouldin, Brod- 
head, Bronson, Bynum,Cambreteng, John Canpbell Cascy, 
Chaney. Chapman, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, 
Cushman, De Graff, Dromgoole. Duncan, Edwards, Elmore, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, Gallup, Glaseock, Jams Gra- 


| ham, William Graham, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Gritha, 
| Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, 


Rives, Robertson, Sawyer, Sheffer, Augustine H. Shep- || 


perd, Charles Shepard, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, Stuart, 
Swearingen, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, 
Turney, Vail, Vandeveer, Wagener, Webster, Whittlesey, 


|, Sherrard Williams, Jared W. Williams, and Yell—113. 


So the House refusing to adjourn, the question 
recurred on ordering the main question to be put. 

Mr. MASON, of Ohio, then raised the question 
of order whether, as the 116th rule of the House 
provided that no standing rule should be changed 
without one day’s notice, and as the 48th rule 
prescribed the mode of receiving petitions, and 


that rule so far as a certain class of petitions was 
concerned, one day’s notice should not have been 
given. 

The SPEAKER said clearly not, and it had 
been so decided on a former occasion. 


The vote was then taken; and the main ques- | 


| tion ordered—yeas 114, nays 107; as follows: 


| William H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Thomas B. Jack- | 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Brodhead, Bron 
son, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, William B. Camp- 
bell, John Campbell, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Clowney, 


|, Coles, Connor, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Dawson, 


Davee, Deberry, De Graff, Dromgoole, Duncan, E!more, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, Fry, Gallup, James Gartand, 
Glascock, Grant, Gray, Gritn, Hammond, Hamer, Harri 
son, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubiey, 


Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Robort M. 
T. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, 
Nathaniel Jones, Join W. Jones, Keim, Kemble. Kling 
ensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lovzan, Loomis, 


| Lyon, Mallory, James M. Mason, Martin, MeKav, Rohert 


i 


| son, Jabez Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, | 


as an amendment be read. | 
MAN objected. 


The previous question was seconded by the | 
House—103 to 102—and ordering the main ques- | 


tion. 
Mr. GRENNELL demanded the yeas and 


nays; which were ordered. 


Jr. BELL then rose, and said he would make 
a motion which he hoped would be assented to on 
allsides. It was to move that the House adjourn, 
and to order the resolutions to be printed and 
laid on their tables to-morrow, when they would 
vote understandingly upon them. 


The SPEAKER said the motion to print would | 


require unanimous consent. 
r. BELL hoped no gentleman would object to 
& proposition that seemed to him so reasonable. 
bjections were made, however, in severa! quar- 


ters, and Mr. BELL then made the motion to | 


adjourn; on which \ 
Mr. CUSHMAN demanded the yeas and nays; 


which, being ordered, were—yeas 102, nays 113; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, John 
W. Allen, Bell, Biddie, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Buchanan, 
William B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, William B. Campbell, 
Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Coffin, Cor- 
win, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darling- 
ton, Dawson, Davies, Dennis, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ew- 
ing, Richard Fletcher, Isaac Fletcher, Fillmore, Rice Gar- 
land, Giddings, Goode, William Graham, Graves, Grennell, 
Hall, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Herod, Jabez Jack- 
son, Henry Johnson, Kennedy, Lincoln, Marvin, Sam 
Mason, Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, 
cer, Milligan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, N 
Parmenter, Pearce, Peck, Pope, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, 
Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robinson, Rumsey, 
Russell, Saitonstall, Sergeant, Shield=, Sibley.Slade, Smith, 
Southgate, Stanly, Stone, Siratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Albert 8. White, John 
White, Joseph L. Williams, Christopier H. Willians, 
Wise, Word, and Yorke—102. 


er- 
aylor, Noyes, 


' 
} 





| 





|| hast, Toland, 


|| views upon them. 
| 


John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kliegensmith, Legare, 
Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis. Lyon, Mallory. James 
M. Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham 
| McClellan, McClure, Mercer, Montgowery, Moore, Mor 


|| gan, Samuel W. Morria, Murray, Nobie, Palmer, Parker, 


|, McClellan, Abraham McClellan, Moutgomery, Moore, Mor- 


gan, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Nebie, Palmer, Parker, 
Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Plamer, Pratt, 
Reily, Rhett, Rives, Robertson, Sawyer, Sheffer, Anquetine 
H. Shepperd, Charlies Shepard, Sheplor, Snvder, Spencer, 
Stuart, Swearingen, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, 
Towns, Turney, Vail, Vandeveer, Wagener, Webster, 
eee eros Williams, Jared W. Wiilrams, and 
Feli—113. 


: * So the House refused to adjourn. 
the fifth pending resolution proposed a change of || z 


The House also refused to excuse Mr. C. H. 
Wicuiams from voting, 

Mr. WISE gave his reasons, in part, for re- 
fusing to vote for or against the resolutions; but 
he was called to order for traveling out of the 
limits prescribed by the 30th rule. He stated 
that he should not vote. 

Mr. STANLEY stated that he should 
vote, 

Mr. JENIFER stated that he should not vote, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved the House to ex- 
cuse him, for he could neither vote affirmatively 
nor negatively, without placing himself in a false 
position. 

The House refused toexcuse Mr. Unvenwoop, 

The question was then taken on the first reso- 
lution, and it was adopted—yeas 198, nays 6; as 


not 


| follows: 


| Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Pratt, | 


Spencer, Stuart, Swearingen. Taylor, Thomas, Titus, 
Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, 
Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, and Yell—114. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, John 
| W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, 
Briggs, Willian B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, Carter, Cham- 
bers, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Cotlin, Corwin, Cranston, 


Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, 
Isaac Fletcher, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Giddings, Goode, 


| Hail, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Herod, Ingham, 


| McKennan, Menefee, Milligan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, 
| Naylor, Parmenter, Pearce, Peck, Pope, Potts, Putnam, 
| Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, 
Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Augus- 
| tine H. Shepperd, Shields, Sibley, Slade. Smith, Southgate, 
| Stanley, Stone, Stration, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tilling 
tinderwood, Vandeveer, Albert 8. White, 
| John White, Sherrard Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
| Christopher H. Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke—107. 


on the main question; which were ordered. 


| Mr. PETRIKIN)called for the yeas and nays | 


| he could have an ahpertenity, of explaining his 


shape; and he could not vote for them without 

further examination. 

House to be excused; but, before the question 
was propounded, , 

| Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, said he had 

| voted against adjourning before, because he could 
not persuade himself that the previous question 


| would have been sustained; but seeing it had, he |, 


| now renewed the motion. 


Mr. PARKER called for the yeas and nays; | 


which, being ordered, were—yeas 108, nays 113; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, John 


W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, 


Campbell, Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, | 


Reily, Rhett, Rives, Charles Shepard, Sheplor, Snyder, || 


Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davies, Dennis, | 


James Graham, William Graham, Graves, Grennell, Haley, | 


. J | Jenifer, Henry Johnson, William C. John-on, Kennedy, | 
but the Chair ruled the motion to be out of order. |, Lincoln, Marvin, Sampson Mason, Maury, May, Maxweil, || 


hey came in a questionable | 


He therefore asked the | 


Coffin, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cush- | 


ing, Darlingto 
Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Isaac Fietcher, 
Fillmore, Fry, James Garland, Rice Garland, Giddings, 
Goode, Graves, Grennell, Haley, Hall, Harlan, Harper, 
| Hastings, Hawes, Herod, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, Henry 
| Johnson, William C. Johnson 
| vin, Sampson Mason, oa ay, Maxwell, McKenuan, 
' Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Nay- 


M Rosneds, Ltnanin, Ner- || vote of yesterday, referring the joint resolution 


n, Darmnen, Daview Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, ‘| eently published by them, to be deposited in the Libcary of 


‘ 
| 
t 


' 


Buchanan, William B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, William B. i 


‘ 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Heman Allan. Jolin W. Al 
| len, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Banks, Beatty, 
| Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Bond, Bor- 
den, Bouldin, Briggs, Brodhead, Brouson, Buchanan. By- 
num, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, John Camptell, William 
B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chap 
man, Cheatham, Ciulds, Ciark, Clowney, Coffin, Coles, 
Connor, Corwin, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cranston, Crockett, 
Curtis, Cushing, Cushman, Davee, Duvies, Dawson, De 
berry, De Graff, Dennis, Dromgooie. Duncan, Dunn, Ede 
wards, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, isaac Fletetrer, Pill 
more, Foster, Fry, James Garland, Rice Garland, Giddiugs, 
Glascock, Goode, James Graham, William Graham, Grant. 
land, Grant, Graves, Gray, Grenneli, Griffin, Haley. Hall, 
Hammond. Hamer, Hartan, Harrison, Uarper, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Haynes, Herod, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 
Robert M. T. Toner, William H. Hurter, Ingham, Jabez 
| Jackson, Thomas B. Jackson, Heary Johnson, Jo-eph 
Johnson, William C. Johnson, John W. Jones. Nathaniel 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kennedy, Kiingensmith, Legare, 
Leadhetter, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Loomis, Lyon. Mal- 
lory, Marvin, James M. Mason, Samp-on Mason, Martina, 
Maury, May, Maxwell, McKay, Abraham MeCletian, Rob- 
ert MeCletian, McClure, McKenuan, Menefee, Mercer, 
Milligan, Mitchell. Montgomery, Moore. Morgan, Catvary 
Morris, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Naylor, Nobie, Pai- 
| mer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Phelps, 
Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Pratt, Putnam, Randolph, Riley, 
Rencher, Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, Robertson, Robinson, 
Rumsey, Saltonstall, Sawyer, Sheffer, Charies Shepard, 





Mr. CG. H. WILLIAMS said he wished to be |! Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Sheplor, Sibley, Smith, 


excused from voting on these resolutions, unless | 


| Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, 
| Swearingen, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas. Thompeon Titus, 
| Toland, Toucey, Towns, Turney. Vail, Wagener, Webster, 
| Albert 8. White, Joon White, Whittlesey, Christopher H. 
Williams, Jared W Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Sher- 
rard Williains, Word, Yell, and Yorke—194. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Evans, Everett, Potts, Russell, 
and Stade—6. 


| On motion of Mr. COFFIN, the House then 
adjourned. 


j —_— a 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespar, December 12, 1838. 


The PRESIDENT presented the following 
communication from Jonn Quincy Apams: 
| To the President of the Senate and Speaker of the 

House of Representatives of the United Staten: 

In compliance with the request of Mr. G Washing- 
ton Lafayette, and of the respected family of our late illus 
trious and ever-venerated friend, General Lafayette, [have 
| the honor of presenting to Congress, in their name, a copy 
of the memoirs and writings of their honored parent, re- 


| Congress. JOHN Q@. ADAMS. 
i House or RerResenTaTives, Usrrep Srares. 


' Mr. DAVIS moved the reconsideration of tie 


| on this subject to thé Committee on the Library, 
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and that it be concidared at this time; which me- 
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_December 12, 


, a con 
Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- || of the workmen on the publie buildings; 


which 


tion was agreed to, and the motion to refer the || ciary,to which had been referred the bill to amend || was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 


resolution was reconsidered and rejected. 

The PRESIDENT observed, in reply to a sug- 
gestion of Mr. D. that the resolution would now 
come up in its regular order. 


PETITIONS, ETC. : : as wes 
The PRESIDENT presented a memorial of a silver coins, and to prohibit the bringing the same 
number of citizens of Alabama, praying that rec- || the United States, without amendment. 
ords pf the surveys of the allie lands may be aoe, ON eet = Committee on Roads 
pevourved at the district land office; which was re- || 24 Canals, to which had been referred the reso- 
Leeed to the Committes on Pablic Lande. | lution of the Senate on the subject, reported a bill 
Mr. McKEAN presented the petition of John | making an appropriation for the continuation of 
Midwinter, praying for a pension, in considera- || ‘* Cumberland road in the States of Ohio, Indi- 
tion of services rendered during the last war; || ®"> and Illinois; which was read, and ordered to 


; : ” || a second reading. 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen 1 Mr. WALL, from the same committee, aleo 


the same without amendment. 





j 








sions, a ; 
Mr. PRESTON presented the memorial of Mrs. || Teported the following: 
Harriet Baker; which was referred to the Com- || Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be instruct- 


: s . . || ed to communicate to the Senate the sum of money paid 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, and ordered to /| out of the Treasury under private appropriations made, or 


be printed. 1] private bills passed by Congress since the first Monday in | 
|| December, 1833, distinguishing the amount thereof made at || : ; 
|| the following bills: 


Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, presented the ', 1833 
petition of James Logan, and others asking for || cach session of Congress during the said period, and the 
S eanimana sae che pension pe aa ame I] ae whom and for tenner paid ; and also what 
- L v5 «|| sums, if any, remain unpaid: 

referred to the Committee on Pensions. Which was ii ted 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of citi- |, — 
zens of the counties of Yalobusha and Choctaw, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS. 
in the State of Mississippi, for the establishment || Mr. ROBBINS offered a resolution that the 
of a post route from Coffeeville, in Yalobusha | Senate appoint a committee, to act with the 
|| House committee, to superintend the expenditure 
} 
j 
| 


county, through Graysport, to Bellefontaine, in 
of moneys appropriated for the library of Con- 


, gress; which was adopted. 
Post Roads. a In accordance with the resolution, the PRESI- 
On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the petition and || DENT appointed Messrs. Rossins, ALLEN, and 


ga of Amasa C. Brown, on the files of the | Wait as said committee on the part of the 


st session, together with some additional evi- || Senate. 


a were referred to the Committee on Pen- | 3 wnaueseknne’ 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of the ex- || _Mr. McKEAN offered the following resolu- 
ecutor of Thomas Griffin, of the revolutionary || tion; which was adopted: 
army, asking forthe commutation of thedeceased; | Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- | structed to inquire into the expediency of making an allow- 


tionary Claims. | ae rent to the officers of the navy-yard at Phil- 


Also, the petition of Lieutenant John Goggan | ; 
and Ensign Robert Walker, of the revolutionary || Mr. FULTON offered the following resolu- 


army, asking for commutation pay; which was || tion; which was adopted: 
referred to the Committee on auslaiianen Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
Gisins | to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 


: to enable the Secretary of War to continue the service of a 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of || suitable boat and crew to be employed in preventing the 


Commodore David Porter, asking, for reasons || formation of a raft in Red river, in that part of said river 
therein stated, and very forcibly stated, for the from which the old raft has been removed. 
arrearages of his pension; which was referred to || _Mr. WALKER offered the following resolu- 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. tion; which was agreed to: 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of True- || Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
man Hastings and others, praying. that post | cpr, he Sena cl pvod ms acta 
officer may et be compelled to remain open on || of Alabama and ississippi embraced in the renty at Dane 
oer: sg “iP tc the Committee on || ing Rabbit creek with the Choctaw Indians, designating in 

e Pos ce and Post Roads. 


said report what quantity of said land in each of said States 
Mr. FULTON presented the memorial of the has been surveyed, what quantity still remains unsurveyed, 


P . what ion has been offered at public sale, how much has 
Legislature of the State of Arkansas, asking that been pod, and what quantity ie now subject to entry at 
the feanking privilege may be extended to the || private sale in each of said States. 


Governors of States; which was referred to the ee cee 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. || oneat elckeet eee, SoRoering anoniptions 

Mr. TIPTON presented a memorial of the || Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
Mount Carmel and New Albany Railroad Com- } 


A " to transmit to the Senate a plat of the townships of public 
‘ae » for the right of way through the public ; or An 
an 


the county of Choctaw; which petition was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 








land through which the line of a road from New Albany, 

s, and a donation of land to aid said company; | Cert whi ead, duotnpeunt Sagiene, te ae 

. : | is istinguishing between racts 0 

in referred to the Committee on Roads || land remaining unsold and those which have been sold, and 
. : , || situated within six miles of said road. 

Mr. RIVES presented a memorial signed by | Mr. YOUNG submitted the followi 
numerous surgeons in the Navy, praying an alter- ||." hich oe Sada i aa dente res 
ation in their pay; which was referred to the Com- || ion; which was considered and adopted: ‘ 
mittee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. || _ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 


On motion of Mr. WALL, the petition and pa- | fo yhor, @aigearugnaine corain sues from olan 
rs of John H. Macintosh, on the files of the || the act of Congress of June 30, 1834, upon certain condi- 


ast session were again referred tothe Committee || tions expressed in said act, have complied with the condi- 
on Claims. || tions; and if not, whether the said grant will be considered 


ti - || as forfeited by the Department, and the lands selected b 
Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Josephine || qheir agent on the waters of Rock river, in the State of i 


Nourse, widow of Dr. Benjamin Nourse, a sur- || linois, subject to sale and entry as other public lands, with- 
ee in the Army, asking for the half pay of the || out further legislation on the subject. 
eceased; which was referred to the Committee | BILLS INTRODUCED. 


on Military Affairs. . 
Mr. RIVES, on leave, and in pursuance of no- 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. | tice given, introduced a bill valet the pay of 
Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on masters in the Navy; which was read twice, and 
Claims, to which had been referred the bill for | referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
the relief of William East, reported the same with - Mr. McKEAN, on leave, and in pursuance of 
out amendment, accompanied by a report; which | notice given, introduced a bill to continue in force 
was ordered to be printed. an act entitled ** An act to provide for the relief 
Mr. LYON, from the Committee on Roads and || of persons disabled by known wounds during the 
Canals, to which had been referred a bill making || war.’’ : 
appropriations for the completion of certain roads | Mr. FULTON, on leave, and in pursuance of 
n by the United States in the State of Michi- notice given, introduced a joint resolution to au- 
gan, reported the same without amendment. \\ thorize anexamination and payment of the claims 





| 
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served lead mines in Illinois, and the Territories 


the act entitled “* An act for the punishment of cer- || the Public Buildings, 
tain crimes against the United States,’’ reported || 


Mr. DAVIS, on leave, and in pursuance of 
| notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of 


Also, from the same committee, the bill to pre- the owners of the brig Despatch; which was read 
vent thecounterfeiting of foreign copper, gold, and || twice, and referred to the Committee on Com. 


merce. ‘ 

Also, a bill to remunerate the captors of the 
| privateer Lydia; which was also read twice, anq 
referred to the same committee. 

Mr. DAVIS, on leave, and in pursuance of 
| notice given, introduced a bill to provide for the 
| final settlement and payment of the claims of 
States upon the United States for interest upon 
advances made by them during the last war with 
| Great Britain; which was read twice, and re- 
| ferred. 
| Mr. FULTON, on leave, and in pursuance of 
| Notice given, introduced a bill to settle the title to 
| a certain tract of land in Arkansas. 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, on leave, introduced 





A bill to relinquish to the State of Alabama the 
| two per cent. fund reserved to that State by the 
| act providing for her admission into the Union 


|| to be applied to the making of roads leading to 


| said State; which was read twice, and referred, 
A bill for the benefit of the Alabama, Florida, 
and Georgia Railroad Company; and 
| A bill for the benefit of the Selma and Tennes- 
see Railroad Company.. 
The last two, after being read twice, were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. YOUNG, on leave, and in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced a bill to authorize the 
President of the United States to cause the re- 


of Wisconsin and lowa to be sold as other public 
lands; which was read twice, and referred. 

Mr. YOUNG also, on leave, and in pursuance 
of notice given, introduced a bill granting to the 
State of Illinois the right of way through the pub- 
lic lands, and for other purposes; which was read 
twice, and referred. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. RUGGLES gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of Daniel Bates. 

Mr. ROANE gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a joint resolution, 
directing the manner in which certain laws of the 
District of Columbia shall be executed. 

Mr. PRESTON gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to bring in a bill to regulate the 
Pay of brevet officers. 

he joint resolution presenting the thanks of 
Congress to George W. Lafayette, the son, and 
the surviving family of General Lafayette, was 
taken up, considered, and adopted. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill to provide for the reduction and grad- 
uation of the price of the public lands was taken 
up as the order of the day. 

Mr.WALKER observed that when the amend- 
ment offered by the Committee on Public Lands, 
striking out the reduction of fifty cents, should be 
adopted, the bill would be precisely the same ar 
the one which was so fully discussed at the last 
session, and passed by so large a majority. As 
this was the short session, it was necessary that 
this measure, so important to the citizens of the 
new States, should be acted on speedily in this 
House, if there was any hope of a final decision 
on it by both Houses. He hoped, therefore, that 
there would be no objection to acting on the bill, 
now that it had been reached in the orders of the 


day. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, said that the gentle- 
man from Mississippi had correctly stated the 
character of the bill and the proposed amendment. 
It was precisely in the form of the present bill 
that the one of last session was introduced, and 
a similar amendment was adopted before it passed. 
He had hoped, when he introduced this bill, that 
as the reduction of fifty cents an acre only applied 
to lands that had been offered for fifteen years at 
the minimum price of $1 25 an acre, and then for 
one year, at one dollar, and after that, for another 
year, at seventy-five cents; considering, he said, 
the length of time that these lands must lave 
been in the market before this reduction would 





o=m @ 


— . ema @teeead as FP 2a 


EE Se ee Celle 








lic 


ce 
he 
b- 
ad 


he 
ef 


he 
yn, 
he 


to- 
he 


nd 
as 


1838. 





e had hoped that the gentlemen who | 
apply» the last session cekahd ehibabenr their 
objectionsat this, and that the bill would be passed 
without this amendment, As, however, some of 
the friends of the bill still entertained the same 
objections to this lowest reduction, he should not 
now occupy the time of the session in discussing 
its propriety, though the amendment operated 
with peculiar hardships in some sections of the 
new States, and particularly in his own. He | 
agreed with his friend from Mississippi, that if 
there was any hope of getting a final decision on 
the bill by both Houses before the close of this 
session, it was important that the action of this | 
body upon it should be a speedy one; and he in- 
dulged the hope that, inasmuch as the bill had 
been passed by a large naeeny at the last ses- 
sion, after an able and full discussion, that the 
amendment would be disposed of, and the bill 
passed now. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, remarked that he 
came to the Senate this morning with no expect- 
ation that this measure, fraught with such incon- 
ceivable importance to the public interests, would | 
occupy their attention to-day; and he therefore || 
came without any sort of preparation for its dis- | 
cussion. He was not in the habit at any time, 
nor was it his purpose on this occasion, to throw 
any impediments in the way of a bill, so as to | 
defeat a fair consideration of it by both Houses; | 
but still he thought that a measure of this nature 
should not be acted on without some time being 
allowed for preparatory consideration. His im- || 
pressions as to the impolicy of disturbing the | 
existing land system, and still more as to the im- 
policy of changing the price of the public lands, 
were well known to the Senate and to the public: 
still he should have liked a further opportunity 
for consideration on this important measure, and 
for expressing his views with regard to it. He | 
was aware that the subject had been fully dis- 
cussed at the last session, and that the body, with 
but few changes, was the same now as then; and 
with respect to them a repetition of the discussion | 
was not important; still he thought there could 
not be imposed on this great question too anxious | 
a consideration; and he therefore hoped that it 
would not be pressed now. 

Mr.C. then moved that the bill be postponed to, 
and made the order of the day for, Monday next. | 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, suid that he would 
not object to the postponement, but for the fact || 
that the bill had been so recently and so fully | 
discussed, and was so thoroughly anderstood by | 
every member of the body. It had) been not only | 
fully discussed in both Houses of Congress at the || 
last session, but had undergone a considerable 
discussion in the public papers throughout the 
country. The honorable Senator himself had been 
heard in opposition to it; and, though he wished 


for further discussion, he had not intimated that || 


he had any new views to offer, or could throw 
further light on the subject. It did seem to him | 
that, as the bill had been lost at the last session | 
only from want of time for action on it in both 
Houses, its friends could not consistently consent 
to delay it now. He would not, he repeated, 
object to the postponement asked for, if he ex- 
pected the gentleman to throw any new light on 
the subject; but as the measure was one of vital 
importance to the new States, and especially to 
the one he represented, he could not, under the 
circumstances he had adverted to, and he hoped 


the friends of the bill would not, consent to its || 


postponement. 
The question was then taken on Mr. Cray’s | 
motion; and it was carried; so that the bill was | 





postponed to, and made the order of the day for, | 


Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, December 12, 1838. 


The first business in order was the considera- 
tion of the resolutions introduced yesterday by 
Mr. Aruerron. 

As soon, however, as the Journal was read, 

Mr. WISE rose and remarked that he did not 
perceive entered on the record the fact that he had 
refused to vote yesterday; and, as he wanted his 
constituents to see that he had not entertained the 
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|| raise the question again, 


25 


Mr. CUSHING gave notice that he should 


Mr. BRONSON, who stated that he was mo- 


| mentarily absent from his seat when his name 


was called, asked leave to record his name in the 
affirmative; but leave was not granted. 
As svon as the roll was gone through, and be- 


| fore the vote was announced, 


j 
i 
| 
i 
| 
i 


subject of abolition of slavery in the States, he | 


moved that the Journal be corrected accordingly. 
The motion was disagreed to. 
Mr. WISE inquired if this motion would not 


_ goon the Journal of to-day? 


The SPEAKER replied that it would. 

Mr. WISE’S object was attained, then. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, inquired if it 
would be in order then to move a reconsideration 
of the vote for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that it would 
not, as the vote was in progress of being taken. 

The second resolution was then read, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That petitions for the abolition of slavery in 


| the District of Columbia and the Territories of the United 


States, and against the removal of slaves from one State to 
another, are a part of a plan of operations set on foot to 


| affect the institution of slavery in the several States, and 


Mr. CUSHING again raised the above ques- 


| tion; but it was ruled to be out of order. 


The third resolution was then read, as follows: 
Resolved, That Congress has no right to do that indirectly 
which it cannat do directly; and that the agitation ef the 
subject of slavery in the District of Columbia, or the Terri- 


| tories, as a means, and with the view, of disturbing or over- 


thus indirectly to destroy that institution within their limits. | 


Mr. BIDDLE asked permission to decline 


voting on the second proposition, as wantonly | 
| stigmatizing a mass of men. 


While he could not 
vote for it, he knew the reckless audacity with 
which a vote against it might be used to create a 
false impression. Mr. B. referred tothe stand he 
had taken in his own district on this subject, and 
the manner in which he had been sustained. His 
Van Buren opponent had refused to answer the 
interrogatories ee af rem Mr. B. thought that 
a body of honorab ¢ 

in this false light for the mere transient purposes 
of party, with a view to influence the elections 
at the South, now that those at the North had 
been got through with. Mr. B. was proceeding 


| further, but 


The SPEAKER interposed, on the ground that 
the gentleman was transgressing the rules. 

The House refused to excuse Mr. Bippe. 

The question was then taken on the second 
resolution, and it was adopted—yeas 136, nays 
65; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bouldin, 
Brodhead, Buchanan, Bynum, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, 
William B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, 
Chapman, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Crabb, Craig, Crary, 
Crockett, Cushman, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dromgoole, 


|| Duncan, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, 


Foster, Gallup, James Garland, Rice Garland, Glascock, 
Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, 


B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, Josep: Jobn- 


Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, Martin, James M. Mason, McKay, 
Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, Menefee, 
| Mercer, Milligan, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel 
W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parris, Paynter, 
Pearce, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Pratt, 
Reily, Rencher, Rhett, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Au- 
gustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, 


| Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stuart, Stone, Swearingen, || 


| Mr. WISE called for such a division of the 


Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, Thompson, Titus, Toucey, 
Towns, Turney, Vail, Wagener, Webster, John White, 


|, Whittlesey, Sherrard, Williams, Jared W. Williams, Chris- 


topher H. Williams, Word, and Yell—136. 


W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bond, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, 
Childs, Clark, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Cushing, Ddrling- 
ton, Davee, Davies, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Ew- 
ing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Fry, Giddings, Goode, 

illiam Graham, Grennell, Hall, Halsted, Harper, Hast- 
ings, Henry, Herod, Lincoln, Marvin, Sampson Mason, 
Maxwell, McKennan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Naylor, 





The bill for the relief of the heirs of John Bra- 
han, late receiver of public moneys at Huntsville, 
Alabama, was taken up and considered as in Com- | 
mittee of the Whole; and, after being explained 
and advocated by Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

_ The following bilis were also read the second | 
ume, and considered as in Committee of the | 
bade and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading: 

The bill for the relief of William Jones; and 

The bill to establish an additional land office in | 
the State of Alabama. : 

After the consideration of executive business, | 
the Senate adjourned. 


Noves, Parmenter, Peck, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Ran- 


stall, Sergeant, Sibley, Slade, Smith, Stratton, Tillinghast, 


| Mr. WISE, when his name was called, said: I || 


| refuse to vote. 


| Mr. CUSHING raised the question of order, | 


| that the gentleman was bound to vote unless 
| excused; and that, as the names must be called 
| alphabetically, the Clerk could not proceed to the 
| next name and pass over that of Mr. Wise. 


|| The SPEAKER said the point had been de- 


‘cided before; the roll must be proceeded with, 
after being once commenced. 


James Grabain, Grantiand, Grant, Graves, Gray, Griffin, | 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Robert M. T. Hunter, Thomas | 


son, William C. Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, | 
Keim, Kemble. Kennedy, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, | 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander. Heman Allan, John 


e men ought not to place him || 


| dolph, Reed, Ridgway, Edward Robinson, Russell, Salton- | 
| 

| Toland, Albert 8. White, Joseph L. Williams, and Yorke | 
65 


| 
| 
| 
do it by 
| 


throwing that institution in the several States, is against 
the true spirit and meaning of the Constitution, au infringe- 
ment of the rights of the States affected, and e& breach of 
the public faith upon which they entered into the Confed- 
eracy. 


Mr. BOND called for a division of the ques- 
tion, so as to take the vote first on the folle wing 
| branch only: 


Resolved, That Congress has no right to de that indirectly 
which it cannot do directly. 

The vote being so teken, resulted in the affirm- 
ative—yeas 173, nays 30; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, John W. Allen, Anderson, 
Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, 
Bell, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, Buch- 
anan, Bynum, Jolin Cathoon, Cambrelcng, William B. 
Campbell, John Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chap 
man, Clark, Clowney, Coffin, Coles, Connor, Corwin, 
Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushman, Dawson, Davee, 
Deberry, De Graff, Dennis, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunn, Ed 
wards, Elmore, Ewing, Farrington, Fairfield, Ieaac Pieteh- 
er, Foster, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Rice Garland, Glas 
cock, Goode, James Graham, William Graham, Grantiand, 
Grant, Graves, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Halsteaa, Hammond, 
Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, Harper, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Henry, Herod, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 
William H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas 
B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, Joseph Jonn 
son, William C. Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Join W., 
| Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, 
Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, James M. Musen, 
| Sampson Mason, Martin, Maury, May, Maxwell, MeKay, 
| Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, MeClure, Me Ken- 
| nan, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Montgomery, Moore, Mor- 
gan, Samue} W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Noyes, Palmer, 
| Parker, Parris, Paynter, Pearce, Petrikin, Pheips, Pickens, 








Piumer, Pope, Pratt, Prentiss, Randolph, Riley, Reneher, 

Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, Robertson, Rum-ey, Sawyer, Au 
| gustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Sinelds, Sheplor, 
| Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, 
| Swearingen, Taliaferro, Taylor, Titus, Toucey, Towns, 
| Turney, Vail, Wagener, Albert 8. White, John White, 
| Whittlesey, Sherrard Williams, Jared W. Wilhatns, Joseph 
| L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Word, and Yell— 
173. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allan. Bond, Borden, 
Briggs, Childs, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington Da- 
vies, Evans, Everett, Richard Fletcher, Fulmore, Giddings, 
Grennell, Hall, Kennedy, Lincoin, Calvary Morris. Peek, 
Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Saltonstall, Slade, Smith, Tilling- 
hast, and Yorke—30. 


So the first branch of the third resolution was 
adopted. 

The second branch being read, 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, inquired if the 
| mover himself could modify this resolution ? 

The SPEAKER said he could not after the 
House had seconded the previous question upon 


it. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana. Could he not 
the unanimous consent of the Hiouse ? 
The SPEAKER, Certainly. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, asked it, but 


| it was objected to. 





| question as would, in the first instance, omit 

| the sentence after the word ** Columbia ”’ to the 
word ** States,’’ in the sixth line. 

| The SPEAKER said the proposition was not 
susceptible of such a division, because that sen- 
tence could not stand by itself as a substantive 
proposition. 

he question was then taken, and resuited also 

| in the affirmative—yeas 164, nays 40, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, John W. Allen, Anderson, 
Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, 
Bell, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bond, Bouldin. Brodhead, Bronson, 
Buchanan, Bynum, John Calhoon,Cambreleng, Jobn Camp 
bell, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Clark, 
Clowney, Coffin, Coles, Connor, Corwin, Crabb, Craig, 


| Crary, Crockett, Curtis, Cashman, Dawson, Davee, De- 


| berry, De Graff, Dennis, Dromgoole, Dunean, Edwards, 
|| Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, Fry, Gallup, James 
|| Garland, Rice Garland, Glascock, James Graham, Grant- 
{| land, Grant, Graves, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hammond. Ha- 
|| mer, Harrison, Harper, Hawes, Hawkins, Hayne«, Hotr, 
|| Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, William 4. Hunter, Revert M. 
|| ‘T. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jacks. Jabez Jacksons, 
i| Henry Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Willian C. Joineon, Na 

\| thaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kembie, Keanedy, 
|| Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewie, Logan, Looun-, 
‘| Lyon, Mallory, James M. Masou, Martin, Maury, May, 





















Maxwell, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, 
McClure, Menefee. Mercer, Milligan, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Palmer, Par- 
ker, Parris, Paynter, Pearce, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, 
Plumer, Pope, Pratt, Randolph, Reily, Rencher, Rhett 
Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Sawyer, Augustine H. Shep- 
perd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, South- 
gate, Spencer, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, Swearingen, Talia- 
ferro, ‘Taylor, ‘T'fromas, Thorhpson, Titus, Toucey, Turney, 
Vail, Wagener, Webster, Albert 8. White. John White, 
Whittlesey, Sherrard Willams, Jared W. Williains, Joseph 
L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Word, Yell, and 
Yorke—164. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allan, Borden, Briggs, | 
Childs, Cran- | 
ston, Cushing, Darlington, Davies, Dunn, Evans, Everett, 
Richard Fietcher, Isaac Fietcher, Fillmore, Giddings, | 


William B. Calhoun, William B. Campbell, 


Goode, Grennell, Hani, Halstead, Hastings, Lincoln, Samp- 
son Mason, McKennan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Noyes, 


Peck, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Ridgway, Robinson, Russell, | 


Saltonstall, Sibley, Slade, and Tillinghast—40. 


So the third resolution was adopted, and the | 


fourth was taken up, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Constitution rests on the broad prin- 
ciple of equality among the members of this Confederacy, 
and that Congress, in the exercise of its acknowledged pow- 
ers, has no right to discriminate between the institutions of 
one portion of the States and another, with a view of abol- 
ishing the one and promoting the other. 


Mr. LINCOLN called for a division of the 


question on this resolution, so as to take it first | 


on the following branch: 


Resolved, That the Constitution rests on the broad prin- | 


ciple of equality among the members of this Confederacy. 


Such a division being accordingly ordered, the | 


vote thereon resulted affirmatively — yeas 180, 
nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Alexander, John W. Allen, Anderson, 
Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, 
Beli, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bond, Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Buchanan, Bynum, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, William 


B. Campbell, John Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chap- | 
man, Clark, Clowney, Coffin, Coles, Connor, Corwin, | 


Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushing, Cushman, Dawson, 
Davis, Deberry, De Graff, Dennis, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Dunn, Edwards, Elmore, Ewing, Farrington, Fairfield, 
Isaac Fietcher, Fillmore, Foster, Fry, Gallup, James Gar 
land, Rice Garland, Giddings, Glascock, Goode, James Gra- 
ham, Wilham Graham, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Grithin, 


Haley, Halstead, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, | 


Harper, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, Herod, Holt, 
Hopkins, Howurd, Hubley, Robert M. ‘T. Hunter, Ingham, 


Thomas B. Jackson. Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, Joseph | 


Johnson, William C. Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. 


Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, || 


Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, James M. 
Mason, Sampson Mason, Martin, Maury, May, McKay, 


Robert McClellan, Abraham McCiellan, McClure, McKen- | 


nan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Montgomery, 
Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Morris, Mur- 
ray, Naylor, Noble, Noyes, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, 
Parris, Paynter, Pearce, Peck, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, 
Plumer, Pope, Pratt, Putnam, Rariden, Reily, Rencher, 
Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Sawyer, Au- 
gustine H. Shepperd, Charles, Shepard, Shields, Sbeplor, 
Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, 
Swearingen, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, Thompson, Titus, 
Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vandeveer, Wagencr, 
Webster, Joan White, Whittlesey, Sherrard Williams, Jared 
W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Wil 
liams, Ward, and Yell—180. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allan, Borden, William || 


B. Cajhoun, Cranston, Curtis, Darlington, Davies, Evans, 
Everett, Richard Fletcher, Hall, Hastings, Kennedy, Lin- 
coln, Maxwell, Potts, Randolph, Robinson, Russell, Salton - 
stall, Slade, Tillinghast, Albert 8S. White, and Yorke—26. 


The second branch of this resolution was also 


agreed to—yeas 174, nays 24; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, John W. Allen, Anderson, | 


Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, 


Bell, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bond, Bouldin, Briggs, Brodhead, | 


Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreieng, William B. 
Campbell, John Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Cha- 
ney, Chapman, Clark, Clowney, Coffin, Coles, Connor, 
Corwin, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushing, Cushman, 
Daweon, Davee, Deberry, Dennis, Dromgoole, Duncan, 


Edwards, Elmore, Ewing, Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac , 


Fietcher, Foster, Fry, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gias- 
cock, Goode, James Graham, William Graham, Grantland, 
Graves, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, 


Harrison, Harper, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, Herod, | 


Holt, Ho 
ert M. 
Jackson, Henry Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kennedy, Ktingensmith, 
Legare, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Loomis, Mallory, Marvin, 
James M. Mason, Sampson Mason, Martin, Maury, Max- 
well, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abrabam McClellan, Mc- 
Clure, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Montgom- 
ery, Moore, M n, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Morris, 
Murray, Naylor, Nobie, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Pearce, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Pope, Pratt, 
Putnam, Randolph, Reily, Rencher, Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, 
Robertson, Rumsey, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shep- 
ard, Shields, Sheplor, Sibley, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, 
Stuart, Stone, Stratton, Swearingen, Taliaterro, Taylor, 
Thomas, Thompson, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Van- 
deveer, Wagener, Webster, Albert 8. White, John White, 
Whittlesey, Sherrard Williams, Jared W. Williams, Joseph 
1.. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Word, Yell, and 
Yorke—174. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allan, Borden, William 
B. Calhoun, Cranston, Darlington, Davies, Dunn, Evans, 


ins, Howard, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Rob- 


. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez | 





'| Everett, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Giddings, Grennell, 
| Hall, Halstead, Hastings, Peck, Potts, Rariden, Robinson, | 
| Saltonstall, Slade, Smith, and ‘Tillinghast—24. 

Mr. KENNEDY, when his name was called, 
said he wished to inquire before he voted whether | 
a clerical error could be first corrected in this part | 
of the resolution. 
The SPEAKER said it could not. 
Mr. KENNEDY rejoined that he should vote | 
for it, but he did so protesting against its bad | 
grammar. | 

_ The fifth and last resolution was in the follow- | 
ing words: 

Resolved, therefore, That all attempts on the part of Con- | 
gress to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia or the 

Territories, or to prohibit the remova! of slaves from State 
to State, or to discriminate between the institutions of one 
portion of the Confederacy and another, with the views | 
aforesaid, are in violation of the Constitution, destructive of | 
the fundamental principle on which the Union of these | 
States rests, and beyond the jurisdiction of Congress; and | 

| that every petition, memorial, resolution, proposition, or 

| paper, touching or relating in any way, or to any extent 

| whatever, to slavery as aforesaid, or the abolition thereof, | 

shall, on the presentation thereof,without any furtheraction | 


| thereon, be laid upon the table, without being debated, || 
printed, or reterred. \ 


Mr. RANDOLPH called for a division at the | 
word ‘* Congress” in the ninth and tenth lines; | 
which was ordered. 

Mr. WISE then said: I now, if it be in order, | 
| and in order to test the sense of the House upon 
all the resolutions, move a suspension of the rules, | 
with a view of offering an amendment to this prop- 


|| osition, so as to strike out the words, “‘with the 


an excuse of apprehending a debate on abolition, | 


|| | pledge myself not to say a word upon it. [ will | 


vote for the resolution if they will strike out these | 
|| words. 
_ The SPEAKER could not entertain the motion 
to suspend the rules. 

Mr. WISE. Well, then, I will remark that | 
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|| these are the words that sold the South. {| 


The first branch of the proposition was adopted | 


Birdsall, Bond, Bouldin, Buchanan, Bynum, John Calhoon, 

| Cambreleng, William B. Campbell, John Campbell, Carter, | 
Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Clowney, Coles, | 

' Conner, Corwin, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Curtis, | 
Cushman, Dawson, Deberry, De Graft, Dennis, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Elmore, Parringtou, Fairfield, Fry, Gallup, James 
Garland, Riee Garland, Glascock, James Graham, Grant- 
land, Gray, Griffin, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, 
Harper, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Howard, Hubley, 

| William H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Thomas B. Jack - 
son, Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Wil- 
liam C. Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Kemble, Kennedy, Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter. Lew- | 
is, Logan, Loomis. Lyon, Mallory, James M. Mason, Martin. 
Maury, May, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClel- 

' lan, MeClure, Menefee, Mercer, Montgomery, Moore, Mor- 
i gE Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, 
arris, Paynter, Pearce, Petriken, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, 

| Pope, Pratt, Randolph, Reily, Rencher, Rhett, Rives, Rob- 
ertson, Rumsey, Sawyer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles | 
| Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Snyder. Southgate, Spencer, 
Stuart, Stone, Swearingen, Taliaferro, ‘Taylor, Thomas, | 


|| Thompson, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Wag- || 


|, ener, Webster, Albert S. White, John White, Whittlesey, 
Sherrard Williams, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
|, iams, Christopher H. Williams, Word, and Yell—146. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allan, Aycrigg, Borden, 
Briggs, William B. Calhoun, Childs, Cranston, Cushing, 
Darlington, Davies, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Rich- 
ard Fletcher, Isaac Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Giddings, 
Goode, Grant, Grennell, Haley, Hall, Halsted, Hastings, 
| Henry, Herod, Lincoln, Marvin, Sampson Mason, Max- 
well, McKennan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, 
Peck, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Reed, Robinson, Saltonstall, 
Sheffer, Sibley, Slade, Stratton, and Tillinghast—52. 


Mr. DAWSON, when his name was called, | 
said: Mr. Speaker, I shall vote in the mre 





tive, Omitting or expunging, so far as my vote 
goes, the words ‘‘ with the views aforesaid.”’ 
Congress has no constitutional power, for any | 
‘* views,”’ or for any purposes whatever, to in- | 


| ; ; 
| terfere with the question. 


Mr. POTTS moved to lay the second branch 
on the table. 

Mr. CRAIG demanded the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

The question was taken, and there were—yeas 
85, nays 129; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, John 
|W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Bond, Borden, Briggs, John Cal- 
hoon, William B. Calhoun, Childs, Clark, Coffin, Corwin, 
Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davee, Da- 
| vies, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard 
Fletcher, Isaac Fleteher, Fillmore, Giddings, Goode, Wil- 
| liam Graham, Graves, Grennell, Haley, Hall, Halsted, 
| Harper, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Ingham Lincotn Marvin, | 
Sampson Mason, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, illigan, 
, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Parmenter, Peck, | 








—yeas 146, nays 52; as follows: 1] 
YEAS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Anderson, Andrews, |! 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, |! 
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Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Robin. 
son, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Sheffer, Sibley, sade 
Smith, Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, Albert 8S. White’ 
Joseph L. Williams, Word, and Yorke—85. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks 
Beatty. Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bouldin, Broq: 
head, Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, William 
B. Campbell, John Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chay 
man, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crockett, Cushinan 
Dawson, Deberry, De Graff, Dennis, Dromgoole, Duncan’ 
Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, Fry, Galtup, James 
Garland, Glascock, ames Graham, Grantiand, Grant, Gray 
Griffin, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, Hawes’ 
Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Wij’ 
liam H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Thomas B. Jackson 
Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Wiiliay, 
O: Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kem. 
ble, Kennedy, Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis 
Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, James M. Mason, Martin’ 
Maury, May, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham Me’ 
Clellan, McClure, Mercer, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan 
Matthias Morris, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Pa|’ 
mer, Parker, Parris, Paynter, Pearce, Petrikin, Pheips 
Pickens, Plumer, Pratt, Reily, Rencher, Rhett, Rives, Rob. 
ertson, Rumsey, Sawyer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles 
Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer 
Stuart. Stone, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas. 
Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Wagener, Webster 
John White, Whittlesey, Sherrard Williams, Jared W’ 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, aud Yell—129. 


So the motion to lay on the table was decided 
in the negative. 

Mr. JENIFER inquired if the affirmation of 
this last proposition would not be identical with 
a virtual reception of all petitions on the abolition 
of slavery by the House? 

The SPEAKER replied that that was a — 


ite, 


} 

} 

. - 

|| 08 | tion which each gentleman must interpret for him- 
| views aforesaid,’’ and that gentiemen may not have || 
| 

| 


self. 

Mr. POPE said he wished to be excused from 
voting upon this proposition, (he had voted for 
all the others,) on the ground that he did not 
wish to affirm the reception of abolition petitions, 
and further, that it was inconsistent with the 
propositions already adopted. Any vote he could 
give would be misconstrued. 

The House refused to excuse Mr. P. 

Mr. CHAMBERS also moved to be excused, 
on similar grounds to those of his colleague; but 
the House again refused. 

The second branch of the last proposition was 
then agreed to—yeas 126, nays 78; as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Brodhead, Bu 
chanan, Bynum, John Calboon, Cambreleng, William B. 
Campbell, John Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chap- 
man, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Crockett, 
Cushman, Dawson, Deberry, De Graff, Dennis, Dromgoole, 


Elmore, Fairfield, Farrington, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, 
Rice Garland, James Graham, Grantland, Graves, Ham- 


| mond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, 


| 





| 


| 
‘ 


Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Robert M. 


| T. Hunter, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Henry 


Johnson, Joseph Johnson, William C. Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kennedy, Klingen- 
smith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Loomis, Lyon, James 
M. Mason, Martin, Maury, May, McKay, Robert McClel- 
lan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, Menefee, Mercer, 
Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, 
Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parris, Paynter, Pearce, Petrikin, 
Pheips, Pickens, Pfatt, Reily, Rencher, Rhett, Rives, John 
Robertson, Rumsey, Sawyer, Augustine Hi. Shepperd, 
Charlas Shepard, Shields, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, 
Stuart, Stone, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thom- 
as, Thompson, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Wagener, 
Webster, John White, Whittlesey, Sherrard) Wilsams, 
— W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Yell— 

NAYS—Mezssrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, John 
W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, 
Bronson, \Villiam B. Calhoun, Childs, Clark, Coffin, Cor- 
win, Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davee, 
Davies, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, 
Richard Fletcher, Isaac Eletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Gid- 
dings, Goode, William Graham, Grant, Gray, Grennell, 
Haley, Hall, Halsted, Harper, Hastings, Henry, Heroc 
Ingham, Lincoln, Marvin, Sampson Mason, Maxwell, Mc 
Kennan, Milligan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Naylo: 
Noyes, Parmenter, Peck, Potts, Putmam, Rariden, Ran- 
dolph, Reed, Ridgway, Robinson, Russell, Saltonstall, Ser 
geant, Sheffer, Slade, Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, Alberrt 


|| 8. White, Joseph L. Williams, Wood, and Yorke—78. 


Mr. WISE, when his name was called, said 
that, as that a admits the right of peti- 
tion on this subject, he should refuse to vote 
upon it. 

The resolutions being all severally adopted, 

Mr. KENNEDY asked leave to submit the fol- 
lowing: 

ved, That the Constitution rests on the broad prin- 
ciple of equality among the wembers of this Contederacy ; 
and that Congress, in the exercise or its alleged powers, 
has no right to discriminate between one portion of the 
States and another, with a view of abolishing the institu- 
tions of the one, or promoting those of the other. 

Objections being made, Mr. K. moved a sus- 
pension cf the rules. 

Mr. POTTS moved that the House = 
which prevailed; aud the House adjour 
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bin. ; — ey GSA EDNI RA AaSENpETO : : 
ade erry | structed to inquire intothe expedi f ion || 
= IN SENATE. cryin tonic intothe expediency of granting apension | fessed he was atterly unable to know what would 
TuvrspDay, December 13, 1838. | master conimandant of the ship-ofwar Warren, who died : FORGE 0 the ro a y the time 
nks, New] d Mr.T _ || in August, 1800, while in the naval service of the United mentioned, and this, he believed, was more than 
rod. Mr. SouTHARD, of New Jersey, and Mir. 4 ALL | States. was practicable for anybody to know; for, after 
_ wapae, of New York, appeared in their places | On motion of Mr. H., certain papers connected = atin two — ve which ~— 
r in : . | with the above petition were referred tothe Com- | !&tely come to light, to the astonishment of this 
= Mr. WALKER presented the credentials of | mittee on mnths: country—one for $1,000,000, and the amount of 
mes Hon. THomas H. ILLIAMS, appointed by the the other as yet unknown—no one could possi- 
rays Governor of the State of Mississippi a pret REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. bly tell. One thing they did know, and that was, 
Vil’ from that State to fill the vacancy occasioned by Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public || if they could get back this money, or any part 
“On, the resignation of Hon, James Trotter. || Lands, to which the same had been referred, re- | of it, the state of the Treasury would be very 
‘am Mr. Wittiams appeared, was qualified, and | ported the bill to confirm the sale of certain reser- || different from what it would be with the total 
- took his seat. | vations of public lands, without amendment. | loss of it. He knew nothing as to the amount 
nin’ MEMORIALS. | Mr. W., from the same committee, also re- | of these defalcations, or as to the means of the 
Me- The PRESIDENT presented a memorial from || ported the bill granting to the county of Kala- | Government to recover back the whole or any 
Par sundry citizens of the State of Alabama, praying | mazoo, in the State of Michigan, the right of pre- | part of them, and therefore would not hazard any 
ps, the confirmation of the sale of a reservation made || emption toa quarter section of land, and forother | calculations as to their probable value. The gen- 
bob: to an Indian chief under the Creek treaty: which | purposes, without amendment. tleman from New York could not say that the 
rleg was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. | Also, the bill for the relief of John Newton, Treasury would be in a condition to pay this 
= Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, presented the memo- | without amendment. 7 money by the Ist of January, 1840; that was 
ter, rial of a number of persons engaged in the man- || Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Indian | very true. Such was the nature of our financial 
Ww. ufacture of pins, praying for a repeal or modifi- || Affairs, reported the bill for the relief of Jean B. | concerns that no man could say with certainty, a 
cation of the duty on brass wire; which was | Valle, without amendment. ear beforehand, what our receipts and expend- 
led referred to the Committee on Manufactures. | Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the | itures would amount to; but he would observe 
Mr. C. also presented the memorial of a num- || Judiciary, reported, without amendment, the bill | that, if it should be found when the time came 
| of ber of persons in the State of New York, depre- | to amend an act entitled * An act to require the | round, the ‘Treasury was not in a condition to 
‘ith cating the evils of war, and praying Congress to judges of the district court of Eastand West Ten- | meet this payment, there would be the same 
ton take such measures as may promote the forma- | nessee to hold a\court at Jackson, in said State,’? power in Congress that there now was to post- 
tion of a Congress of nations; which wasreferred || approved June 30, 1838. pone it for another year. But what he wanted 
_ to the Committee on Foreign Relations. || Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Public || to see was that the act of Congress providing for 
im- Mr. C. also presented the memorial of a num- || Lands, to which the memorial on the aubject had | this deposit should be fulfilled, and the pledge re- 
ber of persons engaged in steam navigation on | been referred, reported, without amendment, a deemed, by carrying out the assurances given by 
om the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, praying for a | bill for the relief Laurent Millaudon and others; | that act. Some greater security would be given 
for modification of the act of last session for the reg- || which was read and ordered to a second read- |, to the States that they would eventually receive 
hot ulation of steamboats; which was referred to the | ing. || this money,-if a definite day was fixed for the 
ns, Committee on Commerce, and the memorial or- || Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on | postponement, than if it was left, as provided for 
the dered to be printed. '| Claims, to which the subject had been referred, | in the bill, for the future action of Congress, If 
uld Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of Mrs. || reported, without amendment, an act in addition || It was postponed till the Ist day of January, 1840, 
Glentworth, widow of General Glentworth, pray- | to an act for the relief of Walter Loomis and | & sull further postponement would require the 
ing for a pension in consideration of the services | Abel Gay; which was read and ordered to a || consent of both branches of the Legislature, as 
- of her deceased husband; which was referred to | second reading. || well oat the sar ester me if the bill 
u the Committee on Pensions. i} |, passed tn its present shape, It would amount to 
Mr. BAYARD presented two memorials of | Fea i eee Oe DEPOT: a7] ta indefinite postponement, without a special act 
vas officers of the line of the Army, praying thattheir | Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- || of Congress, sanctioned by the Executive. He 
3 pay may be assimilated to that of officers of the | Nance, to which was referred the annual report || was glad the yeas and nays had been called, as 
aks, staff; which was referred to the Committee on || of the Secretary of the Treasury on the finances, | he wished to record his vote in favor of continu- 
. Military Affairs. | reported a bill further to postpone the fourth in- | ing the hope that the deposit act would be event- 
ap. Mr. B. also presented the memorial of the Phil- || stallment of the deposits with the States, under |) ually carried out. a 
elt, adelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad || the act of June, 1836; which was read. {| Mr. WRIGHT replied that it was not his in- 
ole, Company, praying Congress to refund certain || Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, said that he should || tention now to enter into a discussion of the la- 
und, duties on railroad iron; which was referred tothe | like really to see, if this installment was again to | mentable defalcations which had lately come to 
Jolt, Committee on Finance. | be postponed, so contrary to what they allexpect- || light. He had not the information to enable him 
:M. , || ed at the last session, that it was not postponed || to speak to that body intelligibly on the subject. 
bury PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. | indefinitely. He had hoped that there would at || All he knew with regard to them was derived 
“~ On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, it was || least, have been some prolongation of the promise || from glancing at the very voluminous report of the 
abe Ordered, That the petition and papers of Isuac Day,on || tO the States, that they might look forward to | Secretary, which had been ordered to be printed, 
el- the files of last session, be again referred to the Commit- || some time when they might reasonably hope to || and which was not yet laid upon their tables. He 
cer, tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. || receive this money, which they all expected, and |) was as much devoid of information on the subject 
kin On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, it was '| which many of them had made arrangements to || as the Senator who last addressed them. But this 
ohn Ordered, That the petition and papers of Getano Carusi, | appropriate to useful and important purposes. || much he would say, that if this matter was not 
erd, on the aoe et session, be again referred to the Cominit- || He s ould like to know if one year’s further || thoroughly understood by Congress, and by the 
_ ue ane . : || postponement would not be eufficient; and with- | whole country, before the close of the session, it 
ner, On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, it was || out saying whether he should vote for the bill in || would not be his fault. It was his fixed purpose 
ms, Ordered, That the petition and papers of Jobn H. Piatt, | any event, he hoped that it would be so amended || to havea thorough investigation of the whole sub- 
— oa aoe ae session, be again referred to the Commit- || as to postpone the payment to some day certain, || ject, and to let his constituents know the whole 
—_ m NOTICES OF BILLS H say the Ist of January, 1840, instead of being || truth. Then, as to the bill before them: it was 
ess, Fi 4 || postponed, as provided for by the bill, until the || not his purpose to hold out to the States expect- 
Sor- Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, gave notice that to- || further pleasure of Congress was expressed on || ations that he did not believe could be realized. 
vee, morrow he would ask leave to introduce a bill in | the subject. || In September last, the Committee on Finance pro- 
ae relation to congrigns. ; 1 Mr. C. then moved to amend the bill by making |, posed ‘the same postponement of this installment, 
ell, Mr. WRIG gave notice that he would, to- | Ps potnanoent till the Ist January, 1840. | and on the same terms that they now did. For 
rod morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill more effect- || Mr. WRIGHT observed that he was not then || himself, he thought that the time had gone by 
Me ually to secure public money in the hands of offi- ] disposed to occupy the time of the Senate by dis- || when they were authorized to hold out any ex- 
= cers and agents of the Government, and to punish || cussing the subject of this bill. The committee || pectations to the States from a surplus in the 
Ser public defaulters. had reported it with a view to the state of the || Treasury, though, atthe same time, he agreed that 
ert Mr. LYON gave notice that, to-morrow, he || Treasury, as indicated by the Secretary in hisan- || he had no power to look forward and say pre- 
+ would ask leave to introduce a bill to amend the || nual report. That exhibit showed that by the |! cisely what would be the condition of the Treas- 
aid act confirming certain land claims in the State of 1 Ist of January there would be mo money in the || ury at the end of another year. He had no in- 
pti- Michigan. || Treasury for the payment of this fourth install- || formation which enabled him to say that this 


ote Mr. MERRICK gave notice that he would, to- |, ment, and there was no anticipation of that officer 


| installment could be met on the Ist of January, 
morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill making an 


| that there would be any moneys for the purpose || 1840, easier than it now could. 
The commit- Mr. CALHOUN said he should vote for the 


appropriation for the erection of a free bridge | by the Ist of January thereafter. 

‘ol- across the Eastern Branch of the Potomac, in the || tee believed, as he did, that the time had arrived | postponement moved by the Senator from Ken- 

city of Washington. ‘| when the Treasury had parted with all the money |! tucky, though he had not the slightest anticipa- 

ee RESOLUTIONS. | that it could spare, and carry on the operations || tion that there would be any surplus in the Treas- 

ert, _ Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, submitted the follow- of the Government, without calling on the States ury either in this or in the coming year. The 
| question would then naturally occur why he gave 


the ing resolution; which was adopted: | for the repayment of the installments they had 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed || 2!teady received. He knew of nothing which || such a vote? The answer was, in the first place, 
to inquire into the expediency of making further appropri- || promised that the Treasury would be able to spare || that it could do no harm, and in the next place, 
a Mant for the construction of a marine hospital in the city of || this money by the 1st of January, 1840, and there- || it would have the effect to check this House in 


oe , '| fore must oppose the amendment. Having made || its expenditures. If the expenditures had not 

rn; _ Mr. HUBBARD offered the following resolu- || this explanation, he would content himself with || been so profuse last year, there might then have 
tion, which was adopted: } asking for the yeas and nays on the question. been a payment of this installment, But thix nnd 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- (| Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, said that he con- || the other House took different views from what 
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he did, and their expenditures were more profuse | expenditure by countenancing what is, techni- 
than they ever had been since he was connected || cally, a deposit—substantially, a distribution act. 
with the Government. He had hoped at the last || Mr. BEN'TON remarked that the natural prog- 
session that the postponement of this installment || ress of this thing had been distinctly pointed out 


would have had some effect to check their extrav- 
agant expenditures, but though he was disap- 
pointed, he would again vote for the postpone- 
ment with the same views. He would, however, 
take this occasion to say, that he never would 
consent to vote a dollar for this installment,which 
he never regarded in the light of a debt, while 
they had to borrow money, The Senator from 
Kentucky was entirely mistaken in regarding the 
deposit act in the light of a promise to the States. 
There was no pledge, no obligation whatever; 
the act was one of expediency merely, and it had 
fulfilled its object. He repeated again that he 
would never consent to give his vote to borrow 
money to pay that installment. 

Mr. NILES said he did not purpose to enter 


by him when he had the honor, in connection 

with half a dozen other gentlemen, to oppose the 
| deposit act. He knew then that it was a distribu- 
| tion among the States. He knew that it was the 
|| commencement of a system of levying money 
| from the people, for those who would get it out 


|| of the hands of the people. He treated this act 
] then as a distribution, and scouted the idea of 


j 


| 
| 


into an extended discussion of this subject, but | 


would only offer a few remarks in reply to the 


suggestions of the gentlemen on the other side of || 


the Hlouse, [Mr. Cray, of Kentucky,] in which 
assertions had been made, and principles ad- 
vanced, Which were of an importance not to be 
overlooked. It is now, sir, for the first time, 
proposed to raise a revenue for the purpose of 
a distribution among the States—to raise money 
from the people, in their individual capacity, to 
be distributed among the States in their corporate 
capacity, to inure to the benefit of chartered mo- 
nopolies. He (Mr. N.) knew this was not in- 
tended, nor thought of, when the deposit bill was 
passed by the Senate. The object was to get rid 
of an enormous surplus which had accumulated, 
and was distributed among ninety banks, expand- 
ing our already overgrown paper system, corrupt- 
ing the legislation of Congrean,and embarrassing 
to public and private affairs. On this ground he 
voted for that bill, as did a majority of those who 
voted with him. But he contended that the ob- 
ject for which the bill had been passed was accom- 
plished; the surplus had been deposited. He asked 
if it was pretended by the Senator from Kentucky 
that there is a surplus in the Treasury now, or 
would there be a surplus at the period proposed 
inthe amendment. Did not the gentleman know 
that by the operation of his own law, (the com- 
promise act,) the biennial reduction of the duties 
on imports would occur during the coming year, 
thus lessening, by that amount, the fiscal re- 
sources of the Government? Under these circum- 
stances, to hold out the hope, as would be done 
by the proposed amendment, that the fourth in- 
stallment would be paid in January, 1840, when 
there would be no surplus in the Treasury, would 
be to sanction the idea that the money would be 
raised by taxation. Thisis the essential question, 
and the only question before the Senate. But it 
is said that the Government should redeem its 
pledge; that the good faith of the Government is 
pledged for the payment of the fourth installment 
of deposit. Sir, if it is a debt due by the Govern- 
ment to the States, it should be discharged. But 
instead of having any just claim for this money, 


| 
' 





| 


| 
' 


| 


} 


its being a deposit. He knew there was no sur- 


|| plus in the Treasury, and said so, and that, in a 
|| few years, we should be left without money. He 


| stated these facts on this floor, in such strong 
| language, that a member came to him, and begged 
| him not to publish his remarks. He stated then 
| that the effect of this act would be either to break 

the deposit banks, or to compel them to crush 

their debtors. Everything he then said had been 

verified to the letter. We have seen (said Mr. 

B.) a commitee of the directors of the banks of 

New York, men of the highest intelligence, and 

well versed in financial affairs, placing at the head 
_ of the reasons which compelled them to suspend 
| Specie payments, the effect of this distribution act. 
| He (Mr. B.) knew then as well as now, that one 
of the effects of this act would be either to com- 
pel these deposit banks to choose between stop- 
ping themselves, or crushing those indebted to 
them. He knew then that in the short space of 
| two years we should be without money, and it 
| was now seen that he was right; for instead of 
| calling back from the States any of the money 
| already distributed to them, as provided for in the 
| many cautious words inserted in the act to make 

it appear like a deposit, the Government was 
| driven to the expedient of raising money by a 
| forced loan, for Treasury notes were nothing but 
| a forced loan from those to whom they were paid. 


| part of this money deposited with them, this body 
was now reproached with a breach of faith to the 
States for not going on to deposit the remainder, 
which was also claimed as a debt. That which 
_ in the first instance was declared to be a deposit 
only, and treated on that floor as a deposit, was 
now in the same place declared to be a debt, and 
the Federal Government was taunted witha breach 
of faith for not paying it. 

Now what was the effect of the motion under 
consideration? It was a direct proposition, to be 
carried on hereafter, of raising money by indirec- 
tion for the purpose of distribution. It was a 
case in which the powerful and strong would be 
arrayed against the weak. I was a direct prop- 
osition to commit this Government tothe system 
The effect 
| would be, that all that party who are in favor of 

raising money of the whole to divide among the 
| few, would ets every vote to diminish just 


| 


| 
j 
| 
} 
| 


_ of depositing money with the States. 


and necessary appropriations, and to keep up 
the taxes. The price of the public lands would 
| be kept up; and by the time the tariff act shall 
| have worked out its object in January, 1840, 


the States are under obligations to Congress for || there would be enough interested to band together 


not reclaiming the three installments already de- 
posited. If it was not for the interposition of 


| 


| for the a ge of raising from the Asiatic section 
of the Union, the cotton-growing States, a suffi- 


Congress, gree faith would have required the | cient sum for distribution. Your cotton crop, 


Secretary o 


the Treasury to recall the money de- || (said Mr. B.,) amounting to some hundred mil- 


posited with the States, for the necessities of the || lions, will hold out ——. temptations to the 
i 


Government; such was the spirit and requisitions || friends of this system of 
He, and the friends who were with | said he had voted here for the last ten years 


of the act. 


stribution. Mr. B. 


him, had supported the bill in good faith as a de- || against this system of collecting money for dis- 


posit act, not a distribution among the States. It 
was to be a deposit of a surplus. This had been 
accomplished, and the bill had fulfilled its func- 
tions, If it was intended as any more than a de- 
port act—for a distribution of money among the 

tates—then was our legislation a fraud upon the 
country. 


He would remark, in reply to the Senator from \ In all this he found himself sustaine 


South Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun,] who 
to vote for the amendment, that it may 
ducement to retrenchment and economy in the 
expenditures of the Government, that it would be 


| 





| tribution. He opposed it when it was pro 

| by aSenatorfrom New Jersey, (Mr. Dickerson,] 
| for the purpose of keeping up the tariff. He op- 
posed it with the same zeal when a subsequent 
| proposition was made to divide the proceeds of 
| the sales of the public lands, and again when it 
returned in the insidious shape of a deposit act. 


by the 





roposes || young State of Missouri; for young as she was, 
an in- || and destitute of resources, she despised the whole 


peller of distribution. Both branches of her 
, Legislature adopted a resolution condemning the 


better to take a more direct method. Let us ad- || whole thing, and instructing her Senators and 
here to that first great principle, which he [Mr. || Representatives to’ oppose it forever. In obedi- 
C.} has so often and so ably advocated on this || ence, then, to her instructions, as well as in ac- 


floor, to raise no more money from the people 
than is necessary for an economical administra- 
tion of the Government. This, sir, would be 
preferable to checking a contemplated extravagant 





| cordance with the dictates of his own judgment, 
he solemnly protested against the odious princi- 
ple. It was two hundred years since the Lord 
Chancellor Burleigh put into the mouth of Queen 





| Instead of calling on the States for a return of a | 
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Elizabeth the noble sentiment, that the best treas. 
ury of a Government was the pockets of the peo. 
| ple. This sentiment was, even at that time, re- 
ceived with rapture by a British Parliament; by: 
| it was still older than the time of Chancellor Bur. 


| leigh, for it was that prince of orators and states. 


| 


| 


1 


men in the republic of Athens, Demosthenes,) 
| when a vile scheme was proposed to raise money 
for a similar object, who indignantly trampled 
the whole under foot, and then uttered the mem- 
orable sentiment that has since been so often 
| quoted. The author said, ‘* No! Leave this 
money in the pockets of the people. When the 


|| country needs it for her defense, call for it, and 


the people will cheerfully give it.’ These (said 
Mr. B.) are my sentiments. 

A proposition was made, the effect of which 
| was to commit the Senate to this system of dis- 
| tribution; and it had been said on that floor that 
/no harm could ensue from it. It was like theold 
_woman’s medicine of milk and water: if it did no 


| good, it could dono harm. Such language did 


|| not belong to statesmen, nor to the elevated theater 


of an American Senate. The whole proposition 


| was wrong to hold out to the American people 
| a scheme for future distribution, which, it was 
evident, could not be carried into effect without 
resorting to taxation. What prospect was there, 
| he would ask, of its being realized? Look at the 
| report of the Secretary of the Treasury, and it 
|| would be found that so far from there being any 
| surplus to divide, the reverse was the case; that 
| there wasa falling off of the revenue derived from 
the land sales, and a falling off of that derived 
| from the tariff; and the prospect was that by the 
|| year 1840, there would be a still greater diminu- 
tion. At this very time we were hardly able to 
meet the ordinary expenditures of the Govern- 
ment, though we had been forced to the raising 
of money byextraordinary means, such as selling 
bonds, and issuing Treasury notes, which were 
nothing more than forced loans; yet we had been 








ee 


called on for this fourth installment, and charged 
with breach of faith for not making it. Are we 
(said Mr. B.) under such circumstances,—to say 
nothing of the principles of raising money for 
distribution,—are we to excite expectations in the 
States that this Government is to raise eight or 
nine millions by taxation to be divided among 
them? The effect of the vote taken on this prop- 
osition, if, unhappily, it should be carried, would 
be to make such Biates as were willing to accept 
this money to look upon it as a pledge that this 
nine millions was turned over to them; and, being 
so, it would become the bounden duty of this 
Government to provide the surplus by arresting 
necessary appropriations, by oe new taxes, 
by the issue of Treasury notes, and by a resort 
to the old tariff; and when this much was done, 
then all was done that was wanted. The example 
would be set, which would be followed up, of 
raising money from the weaker portions of the 
Union to divide among the stronger and more 
populous parts of it. Our revenues were derived 
principally from the weaker parts of the Union— 
from cotton, which, being carried to Europe, the 
proceeds are brought back in merchandise, which 
pays duties. The agriculture of the West also 
contributes its share in the same way. Then 
(said Mr. B.) adopt this proposition—only estab- 
lish the principle—and the South and West must 
prepare themselves in future for a heavy course 
of taxation, until the falsity and enormity of the 
system shall eventually prostrate it. Mr. B. said 
he was opposed to a postponement to the next 
year, or to the yearafter that. He was fora post- 
ponement, not only indefinitely, but in the strong- 
est and clearest language that could be used. He 
was for an eternal, perpetual, and everlasting 
postponement. 

Mr. PRESTON concurred with the Senator 
from Missouri in the impropriety of holding out 
the idea that this installment would be paid in 
1840. He did not think it proper that the Senate 
should take such a course as would hold out - 
fallacious hope, to deceive the States and the peo 
ple of the United States. In accordance with 
these sentiments, he thought the proper course 
would be to repeal at once the first section of the 
deposit act; and if any Senator would make such 
a motion he would support it. He concurred in 
the sentiment that the raising of money for dis- 
tribution was unconstitutional, and admitted that 
he was mistaken in the operations of the deposit 
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been accomplished, 
give a silent vote on the question; but some gen- || 


1838. 


———— 
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act. There was a necessity for the passage of 
the law, from the frightful surplus we had accu- 
mulated. But, sir, our part of the law has been 
completed, the surplus has been distributed, and 
the Treasury is compelled to an unconstitutional 
issue of Treasury notes to sustain itself. We have 
appealed to the avarice of the States, and how 
have they responded? Instead of vigilance and 
economy, the States have gone on in schemes of 
cnperalicied extravagance. Why appeal longer 
to the vigilance of the States to control us in our 
expenditures? He thought if he had known that, 
instead of reclaiming the money deposited with 
the States, when the Treasury was exhausted, 
the Secretary would have borrowed money by a 
forced loan, he would have opposed, with the | 
Senator from Missouri, the bones of this law. 

He thought it had been mischievous in its opera- | 
tions, in some respects, and accelerated the fiscal 
calamities under which we have so lately suffered. 
But it was not the sole cause, There was an an- | 
tagonist system for getting rid of the surplus by 
enormous appropriations for extravagant and use- 
less objects; and though our system prevailed, we 
increased our expenditures even after our surplus 
was deposited with the States. We had bounded 





rapidly from a surplus of $60,000,000 and an ap- || 


propriation of $40,000,000 to an insolvent Treas- 
ury. But the deposit act had failed in the great 
object proposed by its enactment, and, having | 


failed, is it correct to continue it upon the statute- || 


book? Is there any probability of any portion 
of the mone~ being hereafter reclaimed from the 
States? Why, then, continue it? He had acted 
in good faith when voting for that bill; he had , 
voted for it as a deposit act; a deposit which 
would be called for, and ought to be called for, | 
when needed for the exigencies of the Govern- 
ment. He was deceived. He concurred with the | 
Senator from Missouri that the act had a squint- 
ing towards raising a revenue for distribution, | 
and on that ground was for obliterating it. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said he should vote for | 
the amendment, as he was about to rise to offer | 
a similar one, when he was anticipated by his 
friend from ne His object having thus | 

e designed to sit still and 


tlemen had seen fit to go into the merits of the | 
deposit act, which they pleased to term a distri- | 
bution bill. He had said on a former occasion, | 
that whenever gentlemen thought proper to dis- | 
cuss the merits of that bill, he would not sit still | 
a silent listener. He took an active part in the | 
passage of that act, believing that he was right | 
then, and he believed so now. Gentlemen talked | 
of a deception when that bill was passed. Sir, | 


(said Mr. T.,) there was no deception and no | 
misconception. The matter was perfectly under- | 
stood, and this body put the bill in a shape to | 
obviate all difficulties. The bill as it was origin-— 


ally introduced was not a distribation act, but one 
for a mere deposit with the States, 


Why, 


his annual messages, and again in his veto mes- 
sage on the land bill; and when he heard that ob- 
jections had been raised in Congress:as to the 
unconstitutionality of the measure, he recom- 
mended that theConstitution should be sc amended 
as to remove any doubts on the subject. At that 
time no objections were heard from his friends; 
no, sir, it was their party doctrine; but when the 
ume arrived that we had a surplus revenue far 
beyond what had been anticipated, and the prop- 
osition was made, not for anabsolute distribution, 
but for a deposit with the States, the whole mat- 


ter was changed—the President changed his opin- | 
That bill, | 
however, passed the Senate with only six dissent- _ 


ions, and his friends changed theirs. 


ing voices, How was it, that it had been received 
with so much dissatisfaction in different parts of 


the country? It was because it had offended a | 
party. The official organ here denounced it, and | 


denounced every man who voted for it—though 


every member of that body but six voted for it, | 


and it was the very measure previously recom- 
mended by the President. Now, how did that 
bill pass?’ When gentlemen talk about giving 


this moneyvto the States, let us look and see how 
it Is, 


Sir, (said Mr. T.,) we adopted an amendment | 


by which this money was kept within the control 


But gentle- | 
men say that the effect of it was a distribution. || 

Sane Jackson himself recommended an | 
absolute distribution three times over! Twice in | 
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of Congress. It was provided that it should be 
distributed among the States in the ratio of their 
representation, who should give their certificates 
for the amounts received by them; and that when- 
ever it should be wanted for the purposes of the 
Government, the Secretary of the Treasury should 
sell the certificates in the market, which should, 
from the time of sale, bear an interest of five per 
cent. Thatamendment placed the money entirely 
under the control of the Government; it was 
| placed in the hands of the States, who could use 


‘| it for valuable objects, without interest, until the 


Government wanted it. The State of New York, 
for instance, invested her quota in her school 
fund, which was laying a firmer foundation for 
national defense than if it had been expended in 
brick and mortar in a new system of fortifications, 
as the gentleman from Missouri wanted to expend 
it; and if this system of fortifications had been 
carried out, it must in the end have bankrupted 
the Treasury; for these fortifications would either 
| have gone into dilapidation, or they must have 
appropriated millions annually to keep them up. 

ad the deposit act passed both Houses as it 
passed here, there never would have been a neces- 
sity to call on the States for this money, or to 
issue Treasury notes. The Secretary of the 
Treasury would have had the power to sell these 


| a good financial operation; and the money could 
have been obtained for the wants of the Govern- 
ment without putting the States to the slightest 
| inconvenience. The bill, however, was amended 


|| in the other House, on the suggestion of the Pres- 


ident; and by that amendment this invaluable fea- 
ture was stricken out, and in lieu of it, it was 
provided that the Secretary might draw on the 
States for small installments, by giving a short 
previous notice. 

Why, then, did not the Secretary draw for this 
money in accordance with the provisions of the 
act? Perhaps he thought the notice was too long, 
and the installments too small; and perhaps he 
did not care to incur the responsibility of this 
mode of proceeding. With this view of the case, 
| was it right for gentlemen to complain of this act 
| as adistribution? Why, there was no such prin- 
ciple advocated or adopted here. The principle 
| contended for was a deposit with the States where 


|| the Government could command it when wanted. 


Had the measure been carried out as advocated 
and adopted in the Senate, we should have had 
| no difficulties; and the States would not have been 
| embarrassed by a call for money which they had 
| laid out in useful objects. Gentlemen said that 
| the Government was about to be committed to 
the system of distribution by the adoption of this 
motion. This was not so. 
would be no more committed than it was on a for- 


| proposed. There would be no committal at all; 
and he was for having the postponement placed 
in the situation which this amendment contem- 
plated, so that it should require the action of Con- 
gress to postpone it again; and, if there should be 
a surplus, it would not be in the power of one 
House, or of the veto of the Executive, to pre- 
|| ventits being paid over to the States. When gen- 
|, tlemen talked of committing the Government, they 
| were committed already. They say (continued 
|| Mr. T.) that we are to have no more surpluses. 
That might be so; but in some of the elections 
lately held at his State, he heard it argued that in 
| case we had another surplus we ought to have a 
sub-Treasury, in order that the banks might not 
get it to expand their issues on. He, for one, 
would not consent to put it out of the power of 
Congress to pay this fourth installment, if both 
Houses thought it right to do so; nor would he 
agree to put it in the power of the Executive veto 
to prevent the States from receiving this money. 
Mr. CALHOUN felt very little interest as to 
what disposition was made of the motion. He 
was willing to postpone the fourth installment for 
a year, or to postpone it indefinitely as in the bill, 
or to repeal the deposit law altogether. That act 
| had performed its functions, and there was now 
| no reason for retaining it on the statute-book. He 
‘had no apprehension that there would be any 
surplus revenue to dispose of between this and 
| the year 1842, and for many years thereafter, and 


certificates in the market, which would have been | 


The Government | 


mer occasion, when the same postponement of | 
the fourth installment was made in the terms now | 


if any gentleman would move a repeal of the bill, 
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performed a most important part. [t was not sur- 
prising that those who opposed it on its passage 
should condemn it now; but he was, he confessed, 
greatly surprised to hear those who zealously ad- 
vocated it, condemn it and treat it as deceptive. 
Sir, (said Mr. C.,) there was no deception. If 
there was a deception, then | am the deceiver, and 
I trust that those who know me know that decep- 
tion is the last fault that L could be charged with; 
that, whatever might be his faults, he always 
moved directly upon his object. He never con- 
sidered this act in any other light than as a de- 
posit; but he avowed, at the time, that he never 
thought that this money would be called for, ex- 
cept in case of a war with some European Power. 
Sir, (said Mr. C.,) after having openly made this 
avowal, I little expected to hear it said that a de- 
ception was practiced. ‘The deposit act was a 
noble act, necessary to meet the political disease 
that was preying on the vitals of the community, 
and doing more to corrupt the public morals than 
any evil that had befallen us since the beginning 
of the Government. It wasa departure from that 
sacred principle, deeply so in our Government, 
of raising no more money by taxation than was 
necessary for the economical support of the Gov- 
ernment, that had caused the evils this act was 
passed to correct. It was in 1824 and 1828 that 
that sacred principle was departed from, by which 
| the Asiatic portion of the Union, as the South 
has just been called, was so deeply depressed, and 
extravagance and waste introduced into our sys- 
tem of expenditures. It was not the distribution 
act which had produced the late pecuniary em- 
barrassments, both public and private, It was 
the acts of 1824 and 1828 which violated this prin- 
ciple, and by which, out ofan import of $64,000,000 
in one year, $32,000,000 passed into the Treasury, 
raised out of the southern staple, which was a 
tax beyond what the most despotic Government 
on earth had ever levied. What was the effect? 
Money overflowed in the Treasury, so that the 
utmost extravagance of Congress was insufficient 
to get rid of it. 

He heard an honorable member of the other 
House say that it would be better to raise this 
money and throw it into the ocean than not to 
keep up the protecting tariff. What followed ? 
Why, in spite of the most extravagant appropri- 
ations, Congress could not possibly expend the 
accumulated surplus. Two propositions were 
made to dispose of it: one was for all sorts of 
extravagant expenditures, and the other was the 
plain, simple, honest plan of returning it to the 
people from whom it came; and that was the de- 

| posit act. The possession of the surplus was the 
| curse, and those who had voted for the tariff laws 
of 1824 and 1828 were responsible. ‘This act ar- 
rested the surplus revenue, and more, it stopped 
the transfer of millions of the public acres into the 
hands of the speculators, who got hold of thé 
public money and with it bought up the public 
domain. This was the true state of things, and 
he was glad of having an opportunity of making 
this explanation. Then the banks suspended 
specie payments, and this had been attributed to 
the deposit act: He wished to speak with can- 
dor. He had no doubt that the deposit act and 
the specie circular accelerated the explosion of 
the banks; but in accelerating it it limited the evil; 
for if the explosion had been delayed six months 
longer the calamity would have been threefold 
greater. It had been said that the Treasury was 
destitute of money. He admitted that the Gov- 
ernment was forced into the necessary virtue of 
economy, and instead of being able to expend 
millions extravagantly, it must now limit its ex- 
penses to just and necessary objects. But he spoke 
what every man knew oles he said that there 
had been a melancholy deterioration of the public 
morals for the last ten or twelve years, and this 
had arisen from the injurious policy of drawing 
more money from the people than was necessary 

| for the Government. He would not dwell longer 
| on this question, but would only remark that, 
when the future historian came to write the his- 
tory of this country from 1824 to this time, this 
measure, so condemned now, would be considered 
as one of the wisest and best measures that had 
ever been brought before Congress. In all this 
he wished to be understood as saying that there 

| Was not a man in that Chamber who was more op- 
|| posed to a distribution than he was. He resorted 


he would cheerfully vote for it. That act had to it asa remedy rendered imperiously necessary 
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by the existing state of things. The act having 
accomplished its object, he was willing that it 
should be repealed, and the sooner it was done 
the better. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, concurred in some 
things said on both sides, and differed in several. 
W hatever might have been the motives of others, 


he voted for it as an act of distribution. He did 
not share in the grief expressed for its passage; 
he had no regrets about his vote on this measure. 


He thought with the Senator from South Carolina, 


{Mr. Catnoun,] thatit had been of much benefit. | 


He voted for it with the view and belief that the 


money was a gift from the Government to the | 


States. His only regret was, that the fourth in- 
stallment was not paid; that the States had not 
the nine millions due them from the Government. 


He said the tariff was not the cause of the sur- | 


plus, and the subsequent embarrassments of the 
country. It was the result of fatal ““experiments”’ 
of the executive branch of the Government. 


There was another measure—the land bill—that | 


would have prevented asurplus. This bill, which 
had passed both branches of the Legislature, but 


which General Jackson retained in his possession | 
—and which he had no doubt would have re- | 


ceived the sanction of the constitutional majority 
of Congress, had it been returned—would have 
prevented a surplus. ‘There would have been no 
distribution of a surplus, and no demoralization 
of public morals. 
cessary and proper, and should be called an act 
to save from wasteful and extravagant expendi- 
ture the amount of money so deposited with the 
States. He thought that the installment due to 
the States could be paid, and paid in the time 
proposed in his amendment. It could be paid by 
strict economy in expenditures. , 
annual expenditures to the $13,006,000 of Mr. Ad- 
ams’s administration, or even to the $15,000,000 


proposed by the administration of General Jack- | 
Stop the leaks in 


son in 1831. Stop the leaks! 
the Treasury. Stop the flying sub-treasurers, and 
my life on it, you will have abundance of means 
to meet the installment. Mr. C., in conclusion, 
hoped that Senators friendly to the Administra- 
tion, would express their opinions plainly upon 
this subject——whether they are in favor of a lim- 
ited or perpetual postponement. He should be 
glad to hear the sentiments of the honorable 
chairman of the Committee on Firance. 

Mr. WRIGHT, in reply, said that with regard 


to the bill, the Committee on Finance, so faras | 


he was aware, had, in reporting it, conformed to 
what they believed to be the views of a very 
large majority of the Senate. He would now 
frankly answer the question asked by the gentle- 
man from Kentucky. If the bill, as reported, 


should be passed by that body, the gentleman | 
must never expect him to vote for the payment | 
of this fourth installment, should the question | 
He voted against the whole bill , 


ever come up. 
when it was first before them, and he was equal- 
ly opposed to the principle that it contained now. 

hough he impeached the motives of no man 
who differed with him in opinion, he had changed 
no opinion that he held when the subject was 
first brought before them; and if called on to 
make this distribution, he never could give his 
consent to do it. He hoped the Senator consid- 
ered himself answered; for, so far as he was con- 
cerned, he had given him an answer. He had 
remarked that the committee felt bound, in re- 
porting this bill, to act with regard to the known 


opinions of a majority of that body; and he hoped . 


that so long as he continued a member of it they 


would always be disposed to frame their bills in | 
conformity with the known sense of the body, | 


so far as their sense of duty could conform to it. 
These were the feelings which had always gov- 
erned him; and it was in accordance with them 
that he had reported the bills of this and the last 
session on the subject before them. The Senate 


had changed the bill of the last session, and they || economy, alleged to have been practiced in the ad- 


ministration of Mr. Adams, and which he endeav- | 
ors to contrast to the disadvantage of his succes- | 
sors. It would be recollected that the tariff act of 
_ 1828, one of the most outrageous acts of oppres- 
| sion ever practiced ona free people, and which | 
But(saidMr.W.) | extorted from the pockets of the people the means | 
_ of extravagance, and consequently created an un- 
controllable necessity to get rid of them in some 
Now, | 
was there any one present who believed that there || economical Administration. 


could do so now. 


would it not be in the power of Congress to repeal 
it? Even if the bill passed, what was a law of Con- 
gress against Congress itself? 
we propose to delay the payment at our own 
pleasure, and the terms of the amendment were 
to delay it till the Ist of January, 1840. 


The distribution act was ne- | 


Bring down the || 


The Senator from Kentucky | 
asked, again and again, if we were afraid to trust | 
Congress? Why, if this component as reported, | 
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would be money in the Treasury to pay this in- 
stallment by that ume? 
money to pay this installment now, but every 
one believed that there would not be any by the 
ist of January, 1840. This was the true state of 
the case, and on it he was content to rest the 
question. 


Mr. RIVES was in favor of the amendment. H 
He said an attempt had been made to show that | 


the proposiuon before the Senate was very dif- 


ferent from the deposit act; he could not see the | 


difference. He was not surprised at the course 


_ the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] and the 
Senator from New York (Mr. Wricut] had taken | 
on this question; they had opposed it from the | 
d were consistent on this point; but, for | 
| his own part, whatever might be the course of || 


first, an 
others who had supported the bill, he would never 


—an ex post facto condemnation—of that act of 
high legislation. He thought that there never 
had an act of more beneficial influence emanated 
from congressional legislation. He was not pre- 
pared to say that the fourth installment would 
not be paid. He thought there was a greater 
probability of its being paid than at the last ses- 


sion, when a measure similar to the one proposed | 
| was adopted by Congress. 
| did not consider that we were pledged to pay the 

installment at the time specified in the amend- | 


ment; his idea was that it should be paid when- 
ever the Government was in funds. He thought 
that so long as this idea of a payment of the 


fourth installment of deposit—for it was strictly 


a deposit—was held up, the executive would not 
require extravagant appropriations, because they 
will not furnish means to enlarge executive power 
or promote executive views. He said that the 


Secretary of the Treasury, in his late report on | 


the finances, had been reading a lecture to Con- 
gress on bringing the revenue down to the wants 


of the Government; but the responsibility of ex- | 
| travagant expenditures must be shared by the 


Executive with Congress. He deemed it a con- 
sideration of public morality to postpone the pay- 
ment of the deposit rather than obliterate the law 
from the statute-book. 


Mr. BROWN did not rise to discuss the ques- | 


tion, already so amply debated, whether the pay- 


ment of the fourth installment to the States, under || 
the deposit act of 1836, should be postponed, as | 
proposed by the bill reported by the chairman | 


of the Committee on Finance, or whether the 
amendment offered to it should be adopted. One 


| or two other questions of great importance, con- 
| nected with our financial affairs, had been touched | 
on, and it was his purpose to say a few words in | 


reference to them, 
He would take leave to correct a very gross 


error which had been fallen into by two or three | 


gentlemen in the course of the debate, in which 
the advocacy of the principle of distribution 


among the several States had been attributed to | 
| President Jackson in some of his early messages | 
r So far from having sanctioned it, | 
he had expressly questioned the constitutional | 


to Congress. 


power of the Government to raise money for any 
such object. He recommended it under two con- 
tingencies: first, if there should happen to be an 


unavoidable accumulation of surplus money in | 


the Treasury, as one of the means of getting rid 


of it; secondly, if an amendment to the Consti- || 


tution should be first procured authorizing it. 
Nor was it recommended subject even to these 
two contingencies alone, without, at that time, 


_ there should be a failure on the part of Congress 


to bring down the revenue to a proper standard 
of expenditure, which was strongly enjoined by 
him in several of his annual messages, and, as 


he should presenily show, made one of the lead- 


ing measures of his Administration. 
The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] had, 
in the course of his remarks, paid a tribute to the 


way, was one of the fruits of that most just and 
It will be recollect- 


In voting for it he | 
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| ed, also, that the magnificent and unconstitutiona| 
Not only was there no | 


_schemes for using these means, ay, and which 
to have effected them, would have required mil. 
lions more of taxes, were, for the first time in this 
country, hatched under that Administration. The 
basis of a mighty system of internal improve. 
ment was laid by it, by innumerable surveys fo, 
railroads and canals, and the commencement of 
innumerable plans. Who, therefore, in all truth 
and justice, is responsible for the extravagant 
direction, thus forced on this Government? Up. 
doubtedly the administration of Mr. Adams, by 
| whose act, and by whose sanction, this enormous 
amount of money was raised, which the Govern. 
ment was compelled to get rid of in some way. |s 
it now to be said that the political party who 
mainly contributed to that disastrous state of 


| things, and whose efforts to run the Government 
do anything that would look like acondemnation | 


expenditures up to their highest point, and whose 
progress towards that favorite result in their pol- 
icy, was powerfully restrained by the constitu- 
tional negative of the late President, are the eco- 
/nomical party? This cannot be done until the 
| voice of trate is silenced, and the public docu- 
ments forgotten. At the session of Congress in 
1831, the Secretary of the Treasury, in his annual 
report on the finances, carrying out the principle 
assumed by President Jackson, that the revenue 
of the Government should be brought down to a 
proper standard of expenditure, after presenting 
n variety of views in support of that proposition, 
_ comes to the conclusicn that ** an annual revenue 
of fifteen millions will be fully adequate.” 
By this measure, proposed as an Administration 
measure, and viewed as an Administration meas- 
ure at the time, and for which it was severely 
denounced by many of the modern economists, 
the administration of President Jackson attempted 
an annual reduction of about fifteen million dol- 
‘lars, as the revenue then accruing under the 
measure sanctioned by Mr. Adams amounted to 
at least thirty milion dollars annually, and often 
afterwards exceeded that amount. here then 
were the lecturers on economy? Opposed to the 
reduction, and in favor of keeping up the enor- 
-mous income of the Government! At the head 
of that party stood the Senator from Kentucky, 
combatting for his favorite system. If it could 
then have been reduced, if the policy of the Ad- 
ministration had then prevailed, the country would 
not only have been relieved from an oppressive 
burden, but the means for extravagance would 
| have been withheld, and the Government ex- 
| penditures, as a matter of course, kept in their 

true limits. It is not, therefore, for those to com- 

plain who are the true authors of the evils, which 
were inevitable from their own course of action. 
| ‘The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Pres- 
| Ton] has also (said Mr. B.) favored us with a lee- 
ture on economy. Mr. B. expressed his solemn 
conviction that if the yeas and.nays on the Jour- 
nals of the two branches of .Congress were ex- 
amined for the last nine years, the political party 
with whom that gentleman is now associated, as 
a body, would be found to be the perpetrators of 
the offense which he now denounces. He would 
|| cite a very few examples, as illustrative of the 
truth of what he said. On the ane of pass- 
ing the bill giving $5,000,000 for indemnifying 
certain merchants for spoliations committed by 
the French prior to 1801, and which, in his opin- 
ion, was without the shadow of claim on the jus- 
| tice of Congress, the vote by which it pussed the 
| Senate was almost entirely given by the political 
| party opposed to the Administration, while only 


two or three Senators friendly to the Administra- 
| 
| 


tion voted for it. The House of Representatives 
fortunately arrested it. At the last session, in 
the other branch of Congress, an additional sum 
of $2,000,000 beyond that given in the treaty, 
was proposed to be voted to the Cherokee |u- 
_dians by a gentleman of the Opposition. 

Nor was the Senator from South Carolina, now 
so strongly smitten with a passionate love of 
economy, altogether free from the sin which he 
rebukes. Some two sessions since, if he did not 
err in his recollection, that gentleman proposed 
an appropriation of $40,000 for purchasing a col- 
lection of old paintings, supposed, by better con- 
noisseurs than himself, to have come to this coun- 
try, from Europe, on a voyage of distovery foru 
|| better market, where they, in all probabilty, were 
| a kind of refuse among those skilled in the fine 
| arts. The same gentleman, he believed, also 
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moved an appropriation of a large sum to pur- 
chase the library of the Italian Count Bourtillini; 
and, indeed, from a knowledge of that gentle- 
man’s votes in regard to such objects, and in re- 
gard to the numerous claims preferred at every 
session to draw money from the Treasury, he 
thought it would be difficult to make an appeal to 
his feelings which would not meet with success 
from the magnificence and profusion of his gen- 
erosity. What he complained of was, those 
who had been the greatest offenders themselves, 
were now not very candidly endeavoring to im- 

ute the offense to others. — He could not, so far 
as these repeated imputations of extravagance 
tended to identify him with them, hear them with 
patience or composure. He had, for the last nine 
years, steadily voted against appropriations for 
objects of internal improvements. He had almost 
inevery instance, if notin every one, voted against 


| a financial point of view, and to report their opinion on the 


probable effect thereof im diminishing or increasing the 


| revenue from the publie lands. 


On motion, the Senate adjourned till Monday 
next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 13, 1838. 

Mr. ALEXANDER moved to correct the Jour- 
nal as to one of his votes yesterday; as did also 
Mr. PLUMER, Mr. CALHOUN of Massachu- 
setts, and Mr. CHAMBERS. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House— 
1. A communication from the Secretary of the 


| Navy, stating the number of extra clerks which 


harbor bills, which have been one of the largest || 


items of expense, because they had almost inva- 
riably contained some appropriations that he be- 
lieved unconstitutional, He had voted against the 
actin 1832, by which the militia of the Revolu- 
tion were pensioned, which had run the item of 
pensions up to a sum of more than four millions 
annually, and which was at that time viewed by 
him as one of the means by which the tariff party 
sought to keep up a high tariff by increasing ex- 
penditure. Yetmany of the individuals who voted 
for that most extravagant measure now talk about 
an increase of the public expenditures as if they 
themselves had not been the chief agents of doing 
it! He had not only voted against extravagant 
expenditures, but he had made it a cardinal rule 
of his action to vote against creating any addition 
to the number of officers under the Federal Gov- 
ernment, unless indispensable to the execution of 
some new law required, as he thought, by the 
good of the country. 

He was gratified to hear gentlemen speak of 
economy who had practiced so little of it. It had 
uniformly been his doctrine in every situation of 
his public life. He hoped that they would, in 
good faith, unite in carrying it out into practice, 
and not ** keep the promise to the ear, and break 
it to the hope.”’ 


have been employed in that Department, in an- 
swering calls for information. 
On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, laid on the 


| table. 


2. From the same, containing a statement of 
the contingent expenses of that Department for 
the last year. 

On motion of Mr. REED, laid on the table. 


3. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a report of the Fifth Auditor on the prog- 
ress made in building light-houses, buoys, &c. 


On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, laid on the 


table. 


The Senator from Kentucky, in his remarks of | 


to-day, repudiates the doctrine attributed to him 
by gentlemen in debate, of wishing to raise money 
for purposes other than the wants of the Govern- 
ment; but, at the same time, again enforces upon 
our attention the merits of his bill for the distri- 
bution of the proceeds arising from the sales of 
the public lands among the several States. What 
is this but substantially a proposition to increase 
the tariff? It is now very clear, under the op- 
eration of the gradual decrease of the duties, that 
the money accruing from all sources, the public 
lands included, will not be more than sufficient to 
meet a reasonable system of public expenditure, 
under the General Government. It therefore fol- 
lows, as a most undeniable and conclusive con- 
sequence, if the money arising from the public 
lands is taken from the public Treasury and given 
to the States, that just so much more must be 
raised ftom the people of the States to supply the 
deflahonenp;vertbbele can be done only in one of two 
ways, either by a system of direct taxation or 
an increase of the tariff. The bill of the Senator, 
therefore, is emphatically a tariff measure in its 
end and effect. It should be entitled ‘*a bill to dis- 
tribute the proceeds of the sales of the publiclands 
among the several States, to raise the duties on 
imports, and for other purposes,’’&c. The South 
never can consent to revive a system, cither di- 


rectly or indirectly, which had annihilated her | 
prosperity for years, and converted her planters | 


into mere stewards of their own estates for the 
benefit of others; a system, the ruin of which to 
her best interests is most palpably demonstrated 
from the fact that in proportion as it goes down 
her prosperity is rapidly recovering. He re- 
peated, that the South never could consent to see 
it revived, openly or otherwise, unless she was 
prepared for self-destruction and self-immola- 
tion, 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the subject was 
postponed until Monday next. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, it was 
Ordered, That the bill for the reduction and graduation 


REPORT FROM A COMMITTEE. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill making appro- 


priations in part for the support of Government 
for the year 1838, (the congressional compensa- 


tion bill;) which was read twice, and committed. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. ADAMS asked leave to submit the fol- 


lowing: 
Resolved, That the powers of Congress being conferred 


by the Constitution of the United States, no resolution of || 


this House can add to or deduct from them. 

Objection being made by Mr. Wixu1ams, of 
Kentucky, 

Mr. ADAMS moved a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST asked for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered; whereupon 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, withdrew his 


| objection; but it was renewed by another gentle- 


man. 
The House refused to suspend the rules; the 
vote being—yeas 75, nays 124; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, John 


W. Allen, Aycrigg, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Williain | 
B. Calhoun, Chainbers, Cheatham, Childs, Coffin, Corwin, || 
Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davies, Dennis, | 


Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Isaac 
Fletcher, Fillmore, Giddings, Goode, William Graham, 
Graves, Grennell, Hall, Halstead, Harlan, Harper, Hast 
ings, Henry, Herod, Jenifer. William Cost Johnson, Ken 
nedy, Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin. Sampson Mason, May, 
Maxwell, Milligan, Mitehell, Calvary Morris, Naylor, 
Noyes, Peck, Potts, Putuam, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, 
Ridgway, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, 
Slade, Southgate, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Albert 3. 
White, Wise, Word, and Yorke—75. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beers, Bicknell, Birdsall, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Buchanan, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, William B. Camp 
bell, Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Clark, Clowney, 
Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushimn, Dawson, 
Deberry, Dromgoole, Duncan, Eimore, Farrington, Fair- 
field, Foster, Fry, Gallup, James Garland. Glascoek, James 
Graham, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, 


| Hamer, Harrison, Hawes. Hawkins, Haynes. Holt, Hop- 


kins, Howard, Hubley,William H. Hunter, Ingham, Thom 
as B, Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, Josepi 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Jolin W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 


Klingensmith, Legare, Lewis, Loomis, Lyon, James M. || 
| Mason, Martin, Maury, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abra- | 


ham McClellan, MeClure. McKennan.Menefee, Montgom- 


| ery, Moore, Morgan, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parris, Payn 


ter, Pearce, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Pratt, Rencher, 
Rhett, Rives, Robertson, Sawyer, Sheffer, Augustine H. 


Shepperd, Shields. Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, Stanly, Stu- || 


| art, Swearingen, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, 


Turney, Underwood, Vail, Vandeveer, Wagener, Webster, 


| Weeks, John White, Whittlesey, Sherrard Williams, Jared 


W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, and Yell—124. 


So the motion to suspend the rules was decided |) 


in the negative. 
STEAM EXPLOSIONS. 


On motion of Mr. SERGEANT, the report of | 


the Secretary of the Treasury, on the subject of 


steam explosions was laid before the House by | 


the Speaker; which was referred to a select com- 


of the price of the public lands be referred to the Comimit- |! mittee, and ordered to be printed by the Printer 
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—_—_— | 


| tee on Finance, with instructions to consider the same m 
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of the House, under the superintendence of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, who is authorized to 
make any additions and corrections he may think 
fit during the progress of the printing. 

The committee was ordered to consist of seven 
in number. 


PLAN OF NATIONAL DEFENSE. 


Cn motion of Mr. KEMBLE, it was 


Ordered, That the small drawing or map illustrative of 
the plan of national defense, contained in the report of the 
Secretary of War, which accompanies the President’s mes 
sage, be published in the other documents. 


ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. 


Mr. WISE asked leave to submit the following 
resolutions, as propositions containing his senti- 
ments, and what he believed to be the reali senti- 
ments of the whole South: 


1. Resolved, That Congress has no power to abolish sla 
very in the District of Columbia, or in the ‘Territories of the 
United States; whether such power in the said Distriet or 
Territories be exercised “ as a means, or with the view, of 
disturbing and overthrowing slavery in the States” or not. 

2. Resolved, That Cougress has no power to abolish the 
slave trade, or prohibit the removal of sinves between the 
States, or between the States and the District of Columbia 
or ‘Territories of the United States. 

3. Resolved, That Congress cannot receive or consider 
petitions for the exercise of any powers whatever over the 
subject of slavery which Congress does not possess. 

4. Resolved, That the laws of Congress alone govern in 
prescribing and regulating the mode and manner in which 
tugitive slaves shall be apprehended, and their rights to 
freedom held in the non slaveholding States, District of 
Columbia, and Territories; and the mode aud manner in 
which they shall be restored or delivered to their owners in 
the slave States. 

5. Resolved, That Congress has no power to impose upon 
any State the abolition of slavery in its limits, as a condi 
tion of admission into this Union. 

6. Resolved, That the citizens of the slavebolding States 
of this Union have the constitutional right voluntarily to 
take their slaves to or through a non -slaveholding State, 
and to sojourn or remain temporarily with such slaves in the 
same, and the slaves are not thereby ipso facto emancipated; 
and the General Government is constitutionally bound to 
protect the rights of slaveholding States; and that laws of 
non -slaveholding States in conflict with the laws of Con- 
gress providing for such protection, are null and void. 


Mr. CALHOON, of Kentucky, asked the gen- 
tleman to accept some he held in his hand as a 
modification of his own. 

Mr. WISE hoped his friend woula not embar- 
rass him. He had consulted one of bis colleagues; 
and, in asking leave to introduce these proposi- 
tions, he would not only pledge himself not to 
debate them, but he would move, what he depre- 
cated, the previous question. 

Mr. RIVES inquired if they did not fall within 
the scope of the last resolution adopted yesterday? 
{ordering all papers on the subject of slavery to 
| be laid upon the table. 

The SPEAKER replied that the resolutions 
were not yet before the House, the motion being 
for leave to introduce them. 

Memoers said, ‘*Object to them:!”’ 

Mr. RIVES did so, and Mr. WISE moved a 
suspension of the rules, calling for the yeas and 
nays; which, being ordered, were—yeas 113, 
nays 96; as follows: 


YEAS—Meesrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, Ay 
crigg. Banks, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Bynuin, William 
B. Calhoun, John Caihoon, William B. Campbet!, Carter, 
Chambers, Chapman, Cheatham, Childs, Coffiu. Coles, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, 
Denuis, Dunn, Elmore, Evans, Ewing, Richard Pletcher, 
James Garland, Rice Garland, Giddings, Glaseock, James 
Graham. Grantiand, Graves, Grennell Griffin, Hall, Harian, 
Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, Rebert 
M. T. Hunter, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, 
William C. Johnson, John W. Jones, Kennedy, Legare, 
Lewis, Lincoln, Lyon, Mallory, James M. Masou, Samp 
son Mason, Martin, Maury, McKay, Abraham MeCielian, 
Menetee, Mercer, Milligan, Miteheti, Moore, Murray, Nav 
lor, Noyes, Ogle, Pearce, Peck, Pickens, Pope, Pots, Put 
nam, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Rub- 

| iuson, Rumsey, Saltonstall, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine 
| H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Stade, Southgate, 
| Stanly, Start, Stone, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tiljinghast, 
| Toland, Towns, John White, Whittlesey, Sherrard Wit 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, 
Word, and Yell—113. 

NAYS—-Mesers. John W. Allen, Anderson, Andrews, 
Atherton, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdeall, Briggs, 
| Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, Cambreteng, Casey, Con 


'| nor, Corwin, Craig, Crary, Cushman. Davee, Davics, De. 


berry, Dromgoole, Duncan, Everett, Farrington, Fairfield, 
| Isaac Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Goode, Wil- 
| liam Graham, Grant, Gray, Haley, Hatatead. Hammond, 
Hamer, Harrison, Herod, Holt. Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 
William H. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Josep 
Jolinson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmitt, 
Leadbetter, Loomis, Marvin, Maxwet!, Robert MeCietian, 
| MeCture, McKennan, Montgomery, Morgan, Calvary Mor- 
| ris, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Parri<. Paynter, 
Phelps, Plumer. Pratt, Rariden, Reily, Rives, Russel!. She 
| fer, or, Sibley, Snyder, Spencer, Swearingen, Taylor, 
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Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vandeveer, Wage- 
ner, Webster, Weeks, Albert 5. White, and Jared W. 
Williams—6. 


So the motion to suspend was decided in the 
negative; there not being two thirds voting for 
the motion. 

Mr. SLADE asked leave to submit the follow- 
ing: 


Whereas, there exists and is carried on between the ports 
in we District of Columbia and other ports of the United 
States, and under the sanction of the laws thereof, a trade 
in buman beings. whereby thousands of them are annually 
sold and transported from said District to distant parts ot 
the country, in vessels belonging to citizens of the United 
States; and whereas, such trade involves an outrageous 
violation of human rights, is a disgrace to the country by 
whose laws itis sanctioned, and calls for the immediate 
interposition of legislative authority for its suppression : 


Therefore, to the end that all obstacles to the consideration | 


of this subject may be removed, and a remedy for the evil 
speedily provided, 


Resolved, That so much of the fifth of the resolutions on 


the subject of slavery, passed by this House on the Lith and 


12th of the present month, as relates to the “ removal of | 


slaves from State to State,” and prohibits the action of 
this House on © every petition, memorial, resolution, prop- 
Osition, or paper touching” the same, be, and hereby is, 
rescinded. 


Objection being made, 

Mr. SLAVE moved to suspend the rules, and 
demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and there were—yeas 
55, nays 157; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, John 
W. Allen, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, 
Childs, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Dar- 
lington, Davee, Davies, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard 
Fletcher, Isnac Fletcher, Fillmore, Giddings, Goode, Gren- 
nell, Hall, Halstead, Harper, Hastings, Henry, Lincoln, 
Samson Mason, McKennan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Nay- 
lor, Noyes, Ogie, Parmenter, Peck, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, 
Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Robinson, Russell, Sergeant, 
Sibley, Slade, Tillinghast, Toland, and Albert 8. White—55. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, 
Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, Bird- 
sail, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, Byiuum, John 
Calhoon, Cainbreleng, William B. Campbell, John Camp- 
bell, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Cheat- 
ham, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Crockett, 
Cushman, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Dunn, Elmore, Fairfield, Foster, Fry, James Garland, Rice 
Garland, Glascock, James Graham, William Graham ,Grant- 
land, Grant, Graves, Gray, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, 
Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, How- 
ard, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Robert M. ‘Il’. Hunter, 
Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, Henry Jobn- 
son, Joseph Johnson, William Cost Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, Join W. Jones, Keim, Kembie, Kennedy, Klingen- 


smith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, | 


James M. Mason, Martin, Maury, May, Maxwell. McKay, 
Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, Menetee, 
Mercer, Milligan, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Nobie, Pal- 
mer, Parker, Parris, Paynter, Pearce, Phelps, Pickens, 


Plumer, Pope, Pratt, Reily, Rencher, Rhett, Rives, Robert- | 


son, Rumsey, Sawyer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles 
Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Southgate, Spencer, Stanly, 
Stuart, Stone, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, 
Thompson, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Wagener, Web- 
ster, John White, Whittlesey, Sherrard Williams, Jared W. 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
Wise, Word, Yell, and Yorke—157. 


So the House refused to suspend the rules. 


Mr. CALHOON, of Kentucky, asked leave to | 


submit the following: 
Resolved, Phat the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 


structed to report a bill making it unlawful for any person | 


to aid fugitive slaves in escaping from their owners, and 
providing for the punishment in the courts of the United 
States of all persons who may be guilty of such offense. 
And that they be further instructed to report a bill making 
it unlawful for any person in the non-slavebolding States of 
this Union to use any means to entice siaves from their 
owners, and providing for the punishment in the courts of 
the United States of all persons who may be found guilty 
of such offense. 


Objections were made,and Mr. C. moved fora 
suspension of the rules, also calling for the yeas 


and navs; which were ordered, and were—yeas | 


89, nays i107; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Banks, Beirne, Bell, Bouldin, Bynum, 
John Calhoon, John Campbell, Carter, Chambers, Chap- 
man, Cheatham, Clowney, Coffin, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Crockett, Curtis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dromgoole, 
Elmore, James Gariand, Rice Garland, Giddings, Giasceck, 
James Graham, Grantiand, Graves, Gray, Griffin, Harlan, 
Harper, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Hopkins, Howard, 
Robert M. T. Hunter, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, Henry John- 


son, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Joncs, John W. Jones, | 
Kemble, Kennedy, Lewis, Lyon, Mallory, James M.Mason, | 


Martin, Maury, May, McKay, Abraham McClellan, Mene- 
fee, Montgomery, Morgan, Murray, Palmer, Parker, Pearce, 
Pheips, Pope, Rencher, Rives, John Robertson, Rumsey, 
Sergeant,Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, 
Southgate, Spencer, Stanly ,Stuart,Stone,Taliaterro,Towns, 
Turney Underwood, John White, Christopher H. Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Sherrard Williams, Wise, Word, Yeil, 
and Vorke—89. 

NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Alexander, John W. Allen, 
Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Aycrngg, Beatty, Bicknell 


| Biddte, Birdsall, Bond, Borden, Brigrs; Brodhead, Bronson, 
| Bachanan, William B. Cathoun, Cambreieng, Casey, UCha- 
ney, Childs, Clark, Cranston, Cushing, Cushman, Davee, 
| Davies, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards. Evans. Everett, Farring- 
ton, Fairfield, Richard Fletcher, Isaac Fletcher, Fry, Gal- 
lup, Goode, William Graham, Grant, Grennell, Haley, Hall, 
Halsted, Hammond, Hamer, Henry, Herod, Holt, Hubley, 
William H. Hunter, Thomas B. Jackson, Keim, Klingen- 
| smith, Leadbetter, Lineoin, Loomis, Marvin, Sampson Ma- 
son. Maxwell, Robert McCicllan, McClure, McKennan, 
Milligan, Mitchell, Moore, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noble, 
Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Peck, Petrikin, 
Plumer, Potts, Pratt, Rariden, Reed, Reily, Ridgway, Rob- 
| inson, Russell, Saltonstall, Sawyer, Sheffer, Sheplor, Sib- 
| ley, Slade, Sinith, Snyder, Swearingen, Taylor, Thomas, 
Tillinghast, ‘Toland, Toucey, Vandeveer, Wagener, Web- 
om, Anon 8. White, Whittlesey, and Jared W. Williams 
; Swe : 
So the rules were not suspended. 
ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN, 


On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, the House 
proceeded to the execution of the order of Mon- 
day, for the election of a Chaplain on its part; 
when the following nominations were made: 

Mr. DAVIES nominated Rev. A. Babbitt. 

Mr. CRAIG nominated Rev. Levi R. Reese. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, nominated Rev. E. 
C. Hutchinson. 

Mr. WISE nominated Rev. W. Ford. 

Mr. TAYLOR nominated Rev. Mr. Owen. 

; — CUSHMAN nominated Rev. Mr. Bull- 
neh, 

Mr. GALLUP nominated Rev. Mr. Fowler. 

Mr. MERCER nominated Rev. Mr. Tuston. 

The first five gentlemen were appointed to super- 
intend the taking the votes; and being taken, they 
were announced as follows: / 

Whole number of votes given in, 198; neces- 
sary to a choice, 100; of which 

Rev. Levi R. Reese received.......... 

of? Be percent: 


Rev. Mr. Bullfinel..........- DSi: nb avnned aden 2Q5 
Ree, A. Baws vesccesicee 





| Rev. Mr. ANID, Cavslhs dbs, bodied .60keSedevtucd MO 
SRR, BEG: PUIG yo nes cin nes 65.00 ase ccas teense sey 4 aa 
Rev. Mr. Owen...... ie abn banana 5.6 hain mien wie aii 9 


So Rev. Mr. Reese was declared duly elected. 
On motion, the House adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fray, December 14, 1838. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the an- 


nual report of the Commissioner of Pensions; 
which, on motion of Mr. BRIGGS, was laid on 
the table. 

CLERKS TO COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CUSHMAN asked leave to submit the 
following: 

Resolved, That no committee of this House shall be per- 
mitted to employ a clerk at the public expense, without first 
obtaining leave of the House for that purpose. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. C. moved a suspension of the rules, which 
prevailed; and the resolution was agreed to nem. 
diss. 

On motion of Mr. CHAMBERS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be authorized 
to employ a clerk. 





1} APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
went into committee (Mr. Howarp in the chair) 
on the ** bill making appropriations, in part, for 
the support of Government for the year 1838-9.” 

The bill having been read, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that the con- 
tingent expenses of the House and Senate had 
been limited to one half their estimates, leaving 
the other half for future consideration. 
| The bill was ordered to be reported. 

The committee rose; and the Speaker having 





resumed the chair, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading to-day. 

Subsequently, on motion of Mr. CAMBRE- 

| LENG, engrossed bill ‘* making partial appro- 

priations for the support of Government for the 

year 1838-9"’ was read a third time, and passed, 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


| Mr. HOWARD inquired if, this being private 
| business day, petitions could be presented? 

The SPEAKER replied that petitions were in 
| order each day for the first thirty days of the ses- 
| sion. 


Mr. HOWARD hoped they would go on with 
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| some business before them. 

Mr. ELMORE made an ineffectual effort to 
| induce the House to take up, on their reference 
| some private bills from the Senate lying on the 
Speaker’s table. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Petitions and memorials were then called for jn 
the order of States, commencing at the point lef, 
off the other day, and were presented by Messrs, 
Atrnertron and Farrinctron, of New Hamp. 
shire. 

Mr. CUSHING presented several memorials, 
and asked leave to bring in a bill to provide for 
the protection of the citizens of the United States 
residing in Oregon Territory; but it being ob. 
jected to, Mr. C. gave the requisite notice of one 


day. 

Mr. FLETCHER, of Massachusetts, then pre- 
sented a petition for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. WISE rose and objected to its reception; 
and said he would make the pointof order whether 
Mr. Atuerron’s fifth resolution recognized the 
reception of petitions. 

The SPEAKER said thig question had been de- 
cided at the second session of the Twenty-Fourth 
Congress on a reversal of the decision of the Chair 
at that time, upon an appeal therefrom, by a vote 
of—yeas 56, nays 147. In view of that decision, 
the Chair now felt constrained to puta similar 
construction upon the present order, and thereby 
overrule the point made by the gentleman from 
Virginia. 

Mr. WISE said he knew that, under the res- 
| olutions adopted in previous years, these peti- 
tions had been received. But this was a new res- 
olution. 

The SPEAKER said it amounted to the same 
thing. They were substantially and almost in 
| the identical phraseology. 

Mr, WISE. Well, then, if that be the decision 
of the Chair, in order to test the sense of the 
House, I take an appeal, having no other mode 
of reaching it; and also call for the yeas and nays. 
Now, I wish gentlemen to come up to their own 
construction of their own resolution. He him- 
self believed the decision of the Chair to be in con- 
formity with the resolution; but he had taken 
the appeal that the opinion of each member might 
be known. Mr, W. then went into a succinct his- 
tory of the proceedings on the several resolutions 
on this subject, from Mr. Jarvis’s and Mr. Pincs- 
NEY’s original one to refer the matter to a select 
committee, down to those of the latter gentlemen, 
Mr. Hawes, and Mr. Parton, making, eo tem- 
pore, & final disposition of abolition papers. 

The question now involved, according to Mr. 
W., was this: was the presentation of a petition 
under Mr. AtHerton’s resolution a reception of 
it? Southern gentlemen who voted for that reso- 
lution had declared to him that the resolution did 
not recognize the reception of abolition petitions. 
Now, he wished them to stand by that decision, 
if, on the contrary, this House does affirm that 
that resolution recognizes the reception of these 
petitions, then the whole ground is gone, and the 
Abolitionists have triumphed; because, if you 
may receive petitions, you may refer them; and 
referring, you may report on them—unfavorably, 
you may say; butif you have the power to report 
at all, you may report favorably, as well as un- 
favorably. This, he repeated, gave up the whole 
ground to the Abolitionists. His own candid 
opinion was, that the wording of the resolution 
laying the petitions on the table did recognize 
their reception. Now, he would ask the South if 
this was the compact, if this was the boon, which 
at last the South had gained from a northern party 
with southern principles? If this be the compact, 


| that business, so that the committees might have 








over the subject of slavery, except directly in the 
slaveholding States,) it is a compact nothing bet- 
ter than abolition itself, ° 

The SPEAKER recapitulated all the questions 
that had arisen, and the decisions on the similar 
points, under the four resolutions referred to 
above, in all of which the uniform construction 
had been that the resolution or order, the same 
as that now in force, disposed of the petition on 
| presentation, and that the question of reception 
could not be raised at that ume. 


Mr. RIVES expressed his deep regret that after 
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